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CCID Board Approves Full Funding of
Coalition Dues

T he Central California Irrigation District (CCID) and cost-effective pathway that supports responsible water

Board of Directors has approved an important measure ~ quality management throughout the watershed.

to further support its landowners by funding the

Westside San Joaquin River Watershed Coalition dues
for participating landowners for the 20252026 fiscal year.

CCID has a long history of supporting landowners in meeting
these requirements. The District has traditionally covered
a portion of coalition costs and serves as a clearinghouse

As a grower-owned district, CCID remains focused on for billing, helping streamline administration and reduce
decisions that strengthen the long-term success and viability expenses for growers. In recent years, program requirements
of the farming community it serves. The Board understands have expanded, particularly in areas such as groundwater

the challenges that agriculture is facing with the current monitoring, reporting, and compliance, resulting in increased
economic times, including rising input costs, increased costs being passed through to landowners.

regulatory obligations, and continued uncertainty within
agricultural markets. With these pressures in mind, the Board
carefully evaluated how District resources could be used in a
way that provides broad, meaningful, and equitable benefit
across the District.

This latest action builds on that history of support by taking
a more comprehensive approach. Through Resolution
26-08, CCID will utilize its Conservation Fund, supported
by water transfer revenue, to fund one hundred percent

of coalition dues for qualifying acres within the District.

After thoughtful consideration, the Board determined this The total investment is estimated at just over one million
was an appropriate investment that equally benefits all dollars for the current
landowners while helping ease the financial burden associated  fiscal year and reflects the 2025-2026

FISCAL YEARDUES
+ $1.1 MILLION

with regulatory compliance. District’s commitment to
maintaining affordability
while continuing to

meet evolving regulatory

Participation in the Westside San Joaquin River Watershed
Coalition remains a critical component of compliance with
the State’s Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program. Through the

. . ; expectations.
coalition, growers can meet regulatory requirements using a
coordinated regional approach, rather than obtaining and Coalition dues are
maintaining an individual waste discharge permit. This assessed on a per acre
structure simplifies compliance while providing an efficient basis and tied directly to continued on page 2

Introducing - WATER OVER THE WEIR WATER OVER THE WEIR

. A casual conversation with CCID leadership
We're excited to launch a new way for CCID landowners and growers

to connect directly with District leadership!

CCID landowners and growers are invited to join us for an informal
discussion with your General Manager and Board Representative.

We will host these helpful gatherings in each division of the District.
We’re coming to a town near you - Watch for future dates and
locations.

« Ask questions + Share thoughts and concerns -+ Stay informed on water and District issues
No agenda No presentations Just conversation

M Harry Schmidt Park, Ed Peterson Shelter in Gustine
. ) o W July 21, 2026
We look forward to visiting with you and building an even stronger 9:00 AM

partnership. Mark your calendar and join us!

Bring your questions and ideas — we look forward to visiting with you.
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GOLDEN MUSSEL UPDATE:

Summer Testing and Management
Strategies Underway

olden Mussels continue to be a focus for the

District as we move into the warmer months.

Building on earlier monitoring and assessments,
CCID is actively advancing practical research to help
protect both District and grower infrastructure.

At the South Maintenance Shop, CCID has installed
two sand media filter systems specifically to evaluate
their effectiveness against Golden Mussels. Testing will
continue through the summer and fall, with a primary
emphasis on how well these filters capture the veliger
(larval) stage before the mussels can settle and colonize
surfaces. Early results from these trials, combined with
data from similar efforts, will help inform best practices
for on-farm filtration.

Neighboring water districts are conducting parallel tests
on a variety of filtration systems. CCID is collaborating
closely with these agencies to share data and results

as they become available. This coordinated approach
accelerates learning and supports the development of
cost-effective solutions tailored to agricultural water
systems.

In addition to filtration studies, District staff have been

wells and around SCADA
sensors. Early indications
suggest this method can
successfully deter mussel
colonization in low-flow, low-
exposure areas with minimal
ongoing effort. However, it
does not appear viable for
protecting larger infrastructure
exposed to significant water
velocity.

experimenting with simple pool chlorine pucks in stilling

Golden Mussel Pump Station

Current canal water temperatures, ranging from 65 to

80 degrees, are ideal for Golden Mussel reproduction.
Female mussels release veligers (larvae) multiple times
per year, sometimes even multiple times per month, when
conditions are favorable. Once released, these veligers
remain free-swimming plankton for 10 to 20 days before
they are ready to attach and settle. Understanding this
reproductive cycle helps explain why proactive measures
during the warmer months are especially important.

As noted in our previous update, Golden Mussels

are expected to present more of a nuisance than a
catastrophic threat to District facilities, but they

pose a higher risk to certain grower-owned pipelines,
particularly smaller-diameter or low-flow systems
operating near capacity. Regular inspection, timely
dewatering when possible, and attention to changes in
system performance remain key grower strategies.

CCID will continue monitoring mussel activity,
advancing these research efforts, and providing updates.
Growers with questions about filtration options, sensor
protection, or on-farm maintenance practices are
encouraged to contact the District office for assistance.

Golden Mussel Filtration Station

CCID Board Approves Full Funding continued from page 1

regulatory requirements, with ultimate compliance remaining
the responsibility of both the landowner and the coalition. By
fully funding these dues, CCID ensures that every participating
landowner receives the same level of support regardless of
operation size.

In addition to providing immediate financial relief, the Board’s

action reflects a broader commitment to proactive and balanced

resource management. By utilizing the Conservation Fund
in a year when it is fully available, the District can reinvest
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those resources in a way that delivers direct value back to its
landowners.

This funding applies to coalition fees due in August 2026,
with future contributions subject to ongoing Board review and
consideration. As regulatory requirements continue to evolve
and new challenges emerge, CCID will continue to evaluate
opportunities to support its landowners while maintaining
sound fiscal management and operational stability.
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2026 CCID Water Awareness
Scholarship Winners

he Central California Irrigation District (CCID) is proud to announce the 2026 Water Awareness Scholarship
recipients. These graduating seniors excelled academically, demonstrated leadership and community service,
and showed a strong understanding of water’s vital role in local agriculture through their essays.

Baylor Bloom
Gustine High School
$1,250 Scholarship

Baylor Bloom, a seventh-
generation farmer, graduates
from Gustine High School

and will attend the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln to

study Agriculture Systems
Technology and Precision
Agriculture. He aspires to
become an agriculture business
owner and entrepreneut.

A standout leader, Baylor served as Great River
Valley FFA Section Treasurer, Gustine FFA Chapter
Secretary, Mechanics Club President, and Stanislaus
County Junior Fair Board Vice President. He earned
Eagle Scout status and numerous honors, including
Farm Power and Machinery State Champion (2024),
California FFA Star Agribusiness Finalist (2026), and
State FFA Officer candidate. His essay highlighted
CCID’s senior water rights under the Exchange
Contract for drought reliability, regulatory challenges,
and agriculture’s essential role in community stability
and food production.

Henry T. Garcia
El Capitan High School, Merced
$1,250 Scholarship

Henry T. Garcia, valedictorian
of El Capitan High School
(GPA 4.61), has been accepted
to Baylor University to study
Agricultural Business, with
plans for law school to become
an Agricultural Attorney while
also farming. His family farms
in the district through his
grandfather, Melvin DeRoza.

Henry served as FFA Chapter Vice President, earned
the California FFA State Degree, participated in

4-H shooting competitions, and completed over 252
hours of community service. He also interned for
Congressman John Duarte. His essay detailed CCID’s
historical water rights, the Exchange Contract’s
drought protections, regulatory effects, and his vision
of contributing as an attorney, farmer, and mentor to
future generations.

Nicole Curutchague
Los Banos High School
$600 Scholarship

Nicole Curutchague graduates
from Los Banos High School
(GPA ~4.42) and plans to
study Mechanical or Chemical
Engineering at UC Santa
Barbara, University of Arizona,
or Cal Poly SLO. She aims

to apply engineering skills to
sustainable agriculture and
environmental solutions.

Nicole excelled as ASB Treasurer, CSF President, and
a four-year athlete in water polo, swimming, basketball,
and golf, while participating in FFA and National
Honor Society. She balanced academics with family
caregiving. Her essay emphasized CCID’s service to
local farms, the Exchange Contract’s importance

in droughts, regulatory impacts, and agriculture’s
economic contributions.

Chase Fifield
Los Banos High School
$600 Scholarship

Chase Fifield graduates from
Los Banos High School and
will attend California State
University, Fresno, to pursue
Mechanical Engineering with
an agricultural focus. Inspired
by his grandfather, Bob Brandi,
he is committed to supporting
the farming community.

Active in varsity water polo, tennis, ASB
(Commissioner), and FFA, Chase also works part-
time and volunteers through Cops for Kids and his
church. His essay discussed CCID’s infrastructure and
water reliability, the value of youth involvement in
agriculture, and sustainable practices for the future.

CCID congratulates these outstanding students and
thanks the Scholarship Committee, donors, and all
applicants. Funds will be disbursed in two installments
upon proof of enrollment. We look forward to their
future contributions to agriculture and our region.
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A look back...

50 Years Ago — Spring 1976

e As a result of warmer weather over Easter weekend, water
requirements increased drastically from 486 cubic feet per second (cfs)
on April 18th to 1,530 cfs on April 28th. Extreme wind conditions
added to the challenge of getting water into the north end of the
District. The manager reported that the watermaster and canal tenders
have done an excellent job under very difficult conditions.

25 Years Ago — Spring 2001

® The District again joined with the California Water Awareness
Campaign and proclaimed May to be Water Awareness Month. Over
6,000 water awareness coloring contest sheets had been distributed to
primary grade students in schools throughout the District. The top three
for each grade level would receive a prize and the winning entries would

be displayed in the CCID lobby for the entire month.
10 Years Ago — Spring 2016

e Bids were opened on April 21 for the East Ditch Reservoir project which would generate water savings of 6,800 a.f. per year.
The 100 a.f. capacity of the site would capture water from the East Ditch and Holland Drain, returning it as needed into the East
Ditch. There would be two inlet pumps and two discharge pumps, plus a control building. McElvany, Inc was awarded the bid at
$2,403,858.98 which was $170,000 less than the Engineer’s Estimate.
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