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Court Decisions Affirm Foundational Role of
Exchange Contract in the Central Valley Project

RECENT FEDERAL COURT DECISIONS UPHOLD THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION’S
PROPER ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXCHANGE CONTRACT’S LONG-STANDING
SENIOR WATER DELIVERY OBLIGATIONS.

when water supplies across California were extremely

limited. During that period, the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation delivered San Joaquin River water to the
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors to satisfy their
contractual “substitute water” requirements under the
Exchange Contract. Because those obligations hold priority
within the Central Valley Project (CVP), Friant Division
contractors received little or no allocation during that time.

The case arose from the severe 2014-2015 drought,

Following the drought, several Friant interests, including
the City of Fresno and other Friant Division contractors,
filed suit against the federal government in the U.S.
Court of Federal Claims. The plaintiffs alleged that the
government had breached their contracts and improperly
taken their water rights without compensation. The
Exchange Contractors, along with several other Central Valley Project water users, intervened in the case in support of the
Bureau of Reclamation, which defended its administration of the Exchange Contract and CVP water delivery obligations.
The courts ultimately rejected those claims. In 2022, the U.S.
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_ contracts are subordinate to those obligations. In December 2024,
CCID’s Water Conservation Program the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit unanimously
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GOLDEN MUSSEL UPDATE:

Continued Monitoring and Early Findings

OLDEN MUSSELS (Limnoperna fortunei) have

now been discovered throughout CCID’s canal

system, further confirming their establishment
in our region. While their presence is concerning,
the District’s current assessment is that Golden Mussels
will likely be more of a nuisance requiring increased
mitigation efforts than a critical threat to District-owned
facilities. Their potential impact on grower-owned
systems, however, remains an area of greater concern.

Golden Mussels are known for their ability to attach
to firm surfaces in calm or low-flow environments,
including pipes, screens, and other submerged
structures. As colonies grow, they can restrict water
flow and reduce conveyance capacity. For growers, this
risk is most significant in pipelines that are already
operating near their hydraulic limits, as well as in
permanently submerged pipelines smaller than 12
inches in diameter. These systems are more vulnerable

to clogging because even moderate mussel buildup can
meaningfully reduce flow.

To better understand how to limit mussel establishment
and protect both District and grower infrastructure, CCID
is conducting ongoing testing of sand media filtration
systems. These tests focus on the veliger (larval) stage
which is the most mobile and most likely to pass through
traditional screening. Removing veliger before they settle
is a key strategy in preventing longterm colonization.

District staff are also collaborating with neighboring
agencies who are conducting their own filtration trials
and evaluating various chemical treatment options.
Sharing information across districts helps accelerate
learning and supports the development of practical, cost
effective approaches for managing mussels in agricultural
water systems. These efforts build on the broader regional
work already underway jointly with SLWD, GWD, and
the Irrigation Training and Research Center (ITRC) at
Cal Poly.

Although the full extent of Golden Mussel impacts
in California is still being studied, early observations
suggest that proactive maintenance and monitoring
remain the most effective tools available to growers.
Periodic inspection of pipelines, screens, and
submerged structures, along with dewatering when
feasible, can help reduce the likelihood of mussel
establishment. Growers are encouraged to remain
attentive to changes in flow or system performance
that could indicate early colonization.

CCID will continue to monitor developments, participate
in regional research efforts, and share updates as the
newest information becomes available. Please contact the
District office with any questions or concerns regarding
your on-farm systems or maintenance practices.
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ILRP and CV-SALTS Update: Spring 2026

he Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program continues to tighten protections for both groundwater and surface water this spring,

working closely with the CV-SALTS initiative to manage nitrates and salts across the Central Valley. As a CCID grower,

you are covered by the Westside San Joaquin River Watershed Coalition, which represents about 350,000 irrigated acres in
our area and handles most of the monitoring and reporting on your behalf so you can focus on farming.

Important work is underway at both state and regional levels. The State Water Resources Control Board’s Second Agricultural
Expert Panel just released its draft report for public comment, with a final version expected in May. Independent experts

are reviewing groundwater protection targets developed by ILRP coalitions, while the Regional Water Board updates Waste
Discharge Requirements for nitrate management zones, starting with Modesto. A public review draft is expected soon, with
comments due in April and a hearing in June.

Westside San Joaquin River
Watershed Coalition
© 350,000+ Irrigated Acres

® Monitoring sites cover 18 SIR
tributaries, 3 source water sites.

The Coalition’s recent outreach meetings in Los Banos,
Newman, and Modesto highlighted key deadlines for the
2025 crop year. Your Nitrogen Summary Report is due to
the Coalition by April 15, 2026, and high-vulnerability
farms must complete their Certified Irrigation and
Nitrogen Management Plans by the same date. The
Annual Farm Evaluation for 2025 was due by March

1, 2026; the coalition was delayed in sending those

in the mail so please turn them in ASAP. Pyrethroid
exceedances remain a top concern, with the Regional
Board pushing for faster progress on Management Plans.

e Test monthly for:
o Pesticides
¢ Gen. Chemistry
o Aquatic Toxicity
e Test semi-annually for:
¢ Sediment Toxicity
® Report monitoring results every 6
months
e Complete written report annually
¢ Develop Management Plans

For CV-SALTS, the public comment period on Priority
2 Management Zone Proposals ended March 24 and new
valley-wide monitoring fees will begin later this year.

What does this mean for the CCID grower? These changes will bring rising costs for compliance, including new monitoring

fees, more detailed nitrogen reporting, updated irrigation practices, and stronger pyrethroid controls. The good news is that

the Coalition continues to handle most of the heavy lifting for you. By meeting these requirements, we protect water quality,
maintain our coverage under the General Order, and secure our ability to keep farming successfully in the San Joaquin Valley for
the long term. Complete your forms on time and stay closely connected with the Coalition.

GROUNDWATER QUALITY IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY BASIN

Groundwater Nitrate Concentrations Groundwater Salinity Concentrations
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Nitrate as N Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)
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I > 1.000 mo/L
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50 Years Ago — Winter 1976

e With the continued extremely dry weather conditions, there was an
all-time high irrigation demand for this time of year. All District wells
available were in operation to augment gravity supply and every effort
was made to divide the available water as equitably as possible, serving
perishable crops first.

25 Years Ago — Winter 2001

® The Manager informed the Board of an unprecedented 46% increase
in electrical rates approved by the Public Utilities Commission and
outlined contingency plans for operating the District’s canals during
rolling blackouts. He explained that the District would offset localized
outages by increasing well pumping in alternate power blocks and
using diesel and Crisafulli pumps, along with adjusting weir settings to
manage flows as needed.
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10 Years Ago — Winter 2016

® The Scholarship Committee recommended placing the large donation from Redfern Ranches into a separate fund, with only

the investment earnings used each year to support a single, substantial annual scholarship in perpetuity. The existing CCID Water
Awareness Scholarship would continue operating as it has historically, funded by contributions from CCID Directors, consumers, and
affiliated businesses, while the new scholarship would be directed specifically toward college students.
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