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Henry Miller’s Legacy Continues
alifornia’s Central Valley is no stranger to weather 
extremes, which is why Central California Irriga-
tion District and our partner agencies are investing 

significantly in storage and operations projects that prepare 
us for when drought years arrive. Underpinning our ability 
to make these investments is the Exchange Contract, which 
was once again upheld by the US Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit in rejecting a lawsuit against the Bureau of 
Reclamation that would have upended the system of water 
rights as we know it. 
For context, the 2014 water year rivaled the 1977 historic 
drought and was deemed a critically dry year. However, 
unlike 1977, Reclamation was unable to deliver our entitled 
water allocation from the Delta-Mendota system due to 
ever increasing regulations and restrictions. As a result, the 
Bureau made water deliveries down the river from Friant 
Dam to meet our allocation as outlined under the Exchange 
Contract. 
The impact of the drought reverberated throughout the 
entire water system. Westside Central Valley Project (CVP) 
agriculture service contractors and eastside Friant contractors 
received a 0% allocation. Our full critical year allocation 
was not met due to a lack of available water throughout the 
entire CVP, including the San Luis Reservoir, Delta-Mendota 
Canal, and the San Joaquin River system. 
The Bureau of Reclamation was sued that year by Friant  
Water Authority, which put forth several theories in a lawsuit 
that were eventually whittled down to a “takings claim”, es-
sentially claiming that the government had unlawfully taken 
their water allocation, and they were due compensation.

No one ever wants to face that type of drought, and we 
sympathize with the growers and other water users impacted 
by the conditions that year. However, we knew then and we 
know now that it is critically important that we take a long-
term approach to the issues facing our region. Friant’s lawsuit 
would have not only upended the Exchange Contract, but 
on a broader level it would have kickstarted a cascading 
series of effects throughout California’s water system and 
had direct impacts on operations. Times of drought require 
collaboration between neighbors and agencies—calling into 
question the Exchange Contract would have not only jeop-
ardized countless longstanding agreements that underpin 
the current water system but also made it even more difficult 
to reach future agreements without the stability that the 
Exchange Contract provides. 
The Exchange Contractors intervened in the case in sup-
port of the Bureau. The initial claims court ruled in favor 
of the Bureau and upheld the Exchange Contract, which 
was subsequently appealed by Friant. Earlier this year, an 
appellate court upheld the lower court ruling, re-affirming 
the Exchange Contract. Friant has filed for a rehearing.  We 
remain optimistic that the court’s decisions to date continue 
to be upheld through any further proceedings on this issue. 
The stakes of the Exchange Contract are too high, not 
just for our growers but for numerous disadvantaged com-
munities, wildlife refuge complexes, and a myriad of other 
water users who depend on it. We will continue to defend it 
against any legal or political challenge alongside the count-
less parties who rely on it for their water and stability. 
At the same time, we will continue our collaborative efforts 
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in the region to invest in projects that increase storage and recharge to prepare for dry years. We will continue to work  
with our partners on operational improvements, such as the South of Delta Drought Plan, which launched as a pilot 
last year and is a model for collaboration and strategic regional planning. 
We are fortunate to no longer be facing extreme drought, but we have had a record dry January this year and we know 
it is only a matter of time until drought is here again. When it does, we know the work we are doing today will help 
mitigate the impact of droughts in future years. While we will always defend the Exchange Contract, we remain com-
mitted to working collaboratively with our neighbors to create a more sustainable water system for all users.

NEWCOMB WEIR

Winter Construction 2024-2025

he existing Newcomb Weir has been converted to a Long-Crested Weir (LCW) that will be a key 
element in stabilizing water elevations in the Central Canal. These types of weirs are instrumental in 
accommodating fluctuating water flow rates which allow the District to meet the needs of the various 

irrigation practices of our growers. This flexibility is essential to ensure steady and reliable water delivery 
for upstream users and will make it easier for farmers to implement efficient and sustainable irrigation 
methods into the future.

he United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) fully funded the installation of a culvert crossing 
the Poso Canal at the end of Valeria Avenue in Dos Palos as a component of the USBRs San 
Joaquin River Restoration Program. This crossing is a key component to progress the goals of the 

Program while insulating farmers from third party impacts.  Utilizing the concrete box culvert structures, 
the new crossing meets the load rating designated by the USBR.

VALERIA AVENUE/POSO CANAL CROSSING
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SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

o you know a student who will be furthering their education? Maybe you know of a current college 
student looking to continue their education in Ag? CCID offers two types of scholarships to assist 
students pursuing their educational goals. The Water Awareness 

Scholarship is for seniors enrolling in an accredited university, college,
or community college and is due March 28, 2025. The Redfern 
Ranches Scholarship helps fund those continuing their studies for a 
career in Ag and is due April 18, 2025. For eligibility requirements 
and applications, please visit www.ccidwater.org/scholarships.

MUNHALL WEIR

he positive impacts of collaborative efforts are quite visible with the implementation of mutually 
beneficial solutions for our community. The City of Dos Palos secured federal grant funding and 
CCID contributed the engineering and construction oversight for the canal lining project of a 

segment of the Colony Main Canal at the Lorraine Avenue Bridge overcrossing. This partnership aimed 
to improve infrastructure, water management and resiliency for Dos Palos. The reduction of seepage and 
the vital upgrade to the aged overcrossing of Lorraine Avenue (circa 1920’s) has significantly enhanced 
water management and sustainability in this economically disadvantaged community. The District will 
monitor the operation and maintenance of this concrete lining segment, evaluating future conservation 
to reduce groundwater pumping.

LORRAINE AVENUE BRIDGE
CITY OF DOS PALOS CANAL LINING

he Munhall Weir is a flow control structure to automate the headworks of the Sullivan Canal. This 
will stabilize flows and works in conjunction with the Long-Crested Weirs (LCW) that have been 
installed to provide consistent water levels. This infrastructure improvement will allow greater 

operational flexibility on the lower Main Canal between Gustine and Newman. More stable water levels 
will reduce impacts from rodent intrusion.



50 Years Ago – Winter 1975
• A preliminary report of crops within the District reflected the following:  
grain at 20,124 acres, peas at 2,364 acres, safflower at 5,162 acres, sugar 
beets at 6,662 acres, tomatoes at 5,690 acres, cotton at 22,825 acres and, 
for the first time considered a major crop, spinach at 1,289 acres.

 25 Years Ago – Winter 2000
• A press release from the Bureau of Reclamation reflected the Exchange 
Contractors and wildlife refuges were expected to receive 100% supply for 
the year, but Federal ag water contractors south of the Delta would only 
get 40% of their full supply. Comment was made that the restrictions 
were related to the Endangered Species Act, and it was primarily a 
political problem, not one caused by lack of facilities.

10 Years Ago – Winter 2015
• The Manager presented water operations charts prepared by hydrologic consultants that demonstrated current conditions were 
similar to 1977. The water projects now operate with a focus on fish and environmental conditions rather than for the primary purpose 
of moving water for agricultural and urban uses. The latest data indicated a likely 75% Critical Year allocation, but the Manager 
cautioned that conditions were unstable and subject to change.
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