
2
US Department of Interior Drought 

Plan Announcement

3
2024 CCID Water Awareness 

Scholarship Winners

News and Information from the Central California Irrigation District • www.ccidwater.org • Issue Two • 2024

Exchange Contract Renegotiation

Much like the constitution was the framework for the 
development of the United States of America, the 
signing of the Exchange Contract was the foundation 

for the development of the Central Valley Project (CVP).  The 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority was 
formed in 1992 as a joint powers authority by CCID, San Luis 
Canal Company, Firebaugh Water District and Columbia Canal 
Company.  They steadfastly represent our pre-1914 Appropriative 
and Riparian water rights and advocate for dependable water 
supplies.

On October 14, 2022, The San Joaquin River Exchange 
Contractors Water Authority was notified by the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) requesting to open renegotiations 
of the Exchange Contract. It was clear that regulatory restrictions 
have added uncertainty to water supply for all water users. Early 
into 2023, a new conversation formed about all of the CVP 
South of Delta Water Users working together on a robust plan to 
increase water reliability through future droughts. In July of 2023, 
the Exchange Contractors, the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 
Authority (SLDMWA), Friant Water Authority (FWA), and 
USBR met with Reclamation Commissioner Camille Calimlim 
Touton. Coming out of the July meeting, all parties agreed to a 
comprehensive framework for a South of Delta Drought Plan and 
dispute resolution on several outstanding issues. 

San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority 
Executive Director Chris White addressing the Department of Interior

Fast forward through the months of numerous meetings and 
negotiations with the parties to the result of how dedicated 
collaboration works. On the following page you will see an 
announcement and details from the May 22, 2024 Drought Plan 
MOU signing ceremony held in Washington DC.

During the ceremony, we were notified that we have been 
awarded $16M to conduct a study and construct a project to 
effectively utilize the upper 14,000 acre-feet of storage in the Los 
Banos Detention Reservoir (LBCDR) for future droughts. The 
LBCDR has a capacity of 34,600 acre-feet, but is only operated to 
20,600 acre-feet. We will be working with USBR and Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) to conduct a Safety of Dams 
inspection to take full advantage of an existing reservoir. This is 
in addition to the 8,000 AF of available storage we are developing 
already. This project will go a long way to protect our water supply 
in Critical Years. 
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The Department of the Interior announced $81 million from President Biden’s Investing in America agenda for water 
conservation and drought resilience south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta in California’s San Joaquin Valley. 

Acting Deputy Secretary Laura Daniel-Davis, Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Water and Science 
Sarah Krakoff, and Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton joined federal and state leaders and the 
Central Valley Project water agencies to announce the funding and sign a Memorandum of Understanding outlining a new 
long-term drought plan for the region and a 2024 Pilot Program to build drought resiliency.  

For several decades, the Central Valley Project has served the communities and economies of central California. The project, 
extending 400 miles, is a complex, multi-purpose network of dams, reservoirs, canals, hydroelectric powerplants and other 
facilities, which reduces flood risk for the Central Valley and supplies domestic and industrial water supplies across the region. 
The project supports about 2.5 million people a year, providing supplies to 250 water contractors in 29 of California’s 58 
counties. 

“Water resources in the San Joaquin Valley support food production and agricultural output across California, deliver water 
to urban centers in the greater Sacramento and San Francisco Bay areas, and support fish and wildlife throughout the region. 
When we invest in the San Joaquin Valley, we invest in people, in wildlife, in economies and in our future,” said Acting Deputy 
Secretary Laura Daniel-Davis. 

Central Valley Project water deliveries south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta are dependent on Reclamation’s ability to 
pump water from the Delta, San Luis Reservoir water storage, and conveyance through Central Valley Project canals. Seasonal 
shifts in water availability and worsening droughts impact operational flexibility and increase regulatory uncertainty.  

Through the new drought plan, Central Valley Project South-of-Delta contractors will share a portion of their wet water year 
supplies for use in driest years. This will help provide critical water supplies to refuges and cities, save permanent crops from 
being fallowed in drought years, and keep water in the San Joaquin River in the worst of drought years. 

The plan provides major benefits both to farmers and to salmon in the San Joaquin, California’s second longest river. The river 
restoration program has junior water rights and is vulnerable to severe water cutbacks in the driest of years. The creation of a 
“drought pool” of additional water supplies in these driest of years will help ensure that there is water for the salmon when they 
most need it. 

To realize the benefits of the drought plan, the contractors, in collaboration with Reclamation, have identified a number 
of critical infrastructure projects that are key to successful implementation. The $81 million investment from the Inflation 
Reduction Act will help fund a majority of the projects. The funding will also help to establish additional aquifer storage, 
recharge and recovery wells, re-operations of existing surface storage, and conveyance capacity expansion. 

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-81-million-president-bidens-investing-america

CONSERVATION SPOTLIGHT

US Department of Interior Drought Plan Announcement

San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority Executive Director Chris White, and Friant Water Authority Chief Executive Officer Jason Phillips, 
and San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority Executive Director Federico Barajas, and Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner Camille Calimlim Touton 

after signing an MOU for Drought Resilience in the San Joaquin Valley - May 22, 2024
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2024 CCID Water Awareness Scholarship Winners
Jenessa Gonzalez
Orestimba High School 
$1,000 Scholarship

Jenessa Gonzalez attended Orestimba High School and is from a fifth-
generation farming family in Crows Landing. She maintained a GPA of 3.9 
and was active in FFA,  received her State Degree, League Champion and 
All-Southern league recipient for cross country, and All-Southern League 
MVP recipient for Varsity Basketball. She volunteered for Salvation Army, St. 
Joachim’s Catholic Church and Rhinestone Stables.

Jenessa plans to attend Modesto Junior College and transfer to CSU Stanislaus 
to major in Liberal Studies and Equine Assisted Therapy to incorporate her 
love for agriculture and passion for horses through teaching.

Larry Borelli
Los Banos High School
$500 Scholarship

Larry Borelli attended Los Banos High School with a 4.5 GPA. He was 
the Vice President of California Scholarship Federation, active in Varsity 
wrestling, cross country and golf. Larry volunteered for various organizations 
including canned food drives, Coats-4-Kids, Toys-4-Tots, Cops for Kids, Dos 
Palos Sacred Heart Church, Merced County Heritage Foundation, American 
Legion/Veterans of Foreign Wars and Knights of Columbus.

Larry plans to attend the United States Air Force Academy to major in 
aerospace or aeronautical engineering to be a fighter pilot. 

Madison Jasso
Los Banos High School
$500 Scholarship

Madison attended Los Banos High School with a 4.4 GPA. She received her 
State FFA Degree, served as Chapter Sentinel and Treasurer, played Varsity 
Volleyball and was named MVP, was awarded the Iron Tiger and WAC 
Scholar Athlete for her academic and athletic achievements.  

Madison plans to attend Cal Poly to major in Ag Communications and 
Broadcasting to focus on effectively communicating the stories and challenges 
of local agriculture.

Margaret Oliveira
Orestimba High School
$500 Scholarship

Margaret Oliveira attended Orestimba High School with a GPA of 3.98.  She 
was active in National Honor Society, Link Crew, played soccer, ran cross 
country and volunteered for YLI (Patterson Catholic Church), Newman Fire 
and Newman Fall Festival.

Margaret plans to attend Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas to major in 
Liberal Studies to become an elementary school teacher.

Madison Beach
Orestimba High School
$500 Scholarship

Madison Beach attended Orestimba High School with a GPA of 4.1.  She was 
the Executive Vice President for the student council, FFA Chapter Secretary 
and Report, Link Crew Leader and student council Spirit Leader.  

Madison plans to attend the University of Alabama majoring in journalism 
and communications to advocate for farming by promoting and supporting 
agriculture in broadcasting. 

Makenna Vlot
Golden Valley High School
$500 Scholarship

Makenna Vlot attended Golden Valley High School where she was active in 
FFA, water polo and swimming.  She represented Golden Valley High School 
at the National Dairy Judging and was awarded the Reserve Judging Team. 
Makenna was also active in CA Dairy Princess program, CA Jr. Holstein 
Association and Cornerstone Community Church.

Makenna plans to attend Fresno State University to major in agriculture 
business. With her degree she plans to acquire the skills and knowledge 
necessary to excel in the agriculture industry by establishing her own venture, 
integrating sustainable practices and creative marketing strategies to carve out 
a unique presence in the market. 

Brooklyn Silva
Los Banos High School
$500 Scholarship

Brooklyn Silva attended Los Banos High School where she was active in FFA, 
volleyball, basketball and pickleball club. She judged dairy cattle for Los Banos 
FFA placing 1st in CA and 3rd at the National competition.  She served as the 
District 4 Alternate Dairy Princess where she was able to help educate young 
children about the dairy industry.

Brooklyn plans to attend Fresno State University to major in agriculture 
communications with a minor in dairy science. She plans to continue to 
promote agriculture and the dairy industry.

Liliana Coronado
Dos Palos High School
$500 Scholarship

Liliana Coronado attended Dos Palos High School where she played Varsity 
softball for 4 years and Varsity soccer for 3 years and she volunteered at her 
local church.

Liliana plans to attend Merced Jr. College to become an ultrasound technician.

Kaitlyn Ferrel
Los Banos High School
$500 Scholarship

Kaitlyn Ferrel attended Los Banos High School where she was active in FFA 
and received her State Degree. She was a member of the National Honor 
Society and played basketball and volleyball. 

Kaitlyn plans to attend Arizona State to obtain a Doctorate in Criminal 
Psychology.
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50 Years Ago – Summer 1974
• It was reported that Well #18 had been redrilled to a depth of 222’ and 

was developed and tested on April 3rd.  The drawdown curve showed 
1,905 g.p.m. at a lift of 36’ and 3.204 g.p.m. at a lift of 47’.  A new pump 
bowl was installed on April 5th. The new unit was tested on April 9th with 
a discharge of 2,682 g.p.m. and a Total Dynamic Head of 46’.

25 Years Ago – Summer 1999
• A bid of $548,494 was awarded to Roek Construction for the electrical 

control work involved with the Lower Main Canal Automation Project.  
This was one component of the Lower Main Spill Reduction Project which 
was expected to cost $3.2 million and generate 15,000 acre-feet of water 
per year for the District.

10 Years Ago – Summer 2014
• Locations for the Poso and East Ditch Reservoirs had been secured as development of the District’s 10-year water conservation program 

continued with improvements in the South Division.  By integrating the East Ditch, Parsons Ditch, Poso Slough and the Holland Drain 
into these reservoirs, the District would be better able to meet the changing patterns of irrigation demands as micro and drip systems 
became more prevalent.

A look back...


