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Mendota Dam

CCID is the owner and operator of the Mendota Dam, 
which is the District’s headworks for water deliveries from 
the San Joaquin River and the Delta Mendota Canal. 

The existing structure was completed in 1919 with an estimated 
cost of $183,000. The Mendota Dam is operated in cooperation 
with the San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Authority to maintain 
a sufficient water surface elevation to make deliveries possible 
for the CVP Exchange Contractors, Settlement Contractors, Ag 
Service Contractors and Wildlife Refuges. The dam is a concrete 
structure with 18 bays; two of the bays have sluice gates while 
the remaining bays have 20’ long 4”x8” weir boards installed. In 
the 1990’s, CCID coordinated with the California Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) through the Division of Safety of 
Dams (DSOD) to dewater Mendota Pool and perform dam safety 
monitoring, inspections and maintenance. This process occurred 
about every other year,  due to water piping under the dam that 
was discovered in the early 1990’s. In 2011, CCID installed 
an extended cutoff wall at the face of the dam to mitigate the 
undermining of the structure, and with funding from the San 
Joaquin River Restoration program replaced the old rectangular 
slide gates with new more reliable aluminum slide gates. These 
improvements allowed CCID, in coordination with DSOD after 
the 2016 inspection, to extend the timeframe between dewatering 
Mendota Pool for maintenance and inspection from every few 
years, to once every ten years.  

1919 Photo Existing concrete structure on the left and original wooden structure on the right.

2023 fully refurbished dam.

The major flood event in 2023 resulted in the Mendota Dam 
discharging over 1 million acre-feet. During that heavy lift, CCID 
staff noticed several of the bottom weir boards were busted and 
some of the board guides had failed. We decided to dewater the 
pool to perform our inspection and make the necessary repairs 
in December 2023. The standard operating procedure was to 
dewater the pool for about 6 weeks to perform the necessary 
work. With the San Joaquin River Restoration flows in the river 
year round, CCID committed to working hand in hand with 
Reclamation to put forth a plan to minimize impacts to the 
Restoration Program while maintaining continuity of the river 
during the necessary maintenance. 

CCID’s dedicated crew.

All board guides were replaced, over 300 new weir boards were 
installed, gates were restored, exposed rebar was covered, spalled 
concrete was patched, weep holes were repaired, and 4 new trash 
racks were installed - all completed in less than 1 week with about 
60 CCID staff.   Our crew exhibited perseverance to complete the 
project ahead of schedule and ensured uninterrupted river flows.  
This was a truly remarkable feat and was impressive to see CCID 
staff working together on such a massive project.
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In 2010 CCID embarked on a Water Resources Plan in response to the water supply reliability challenges brought about 
by the CVPIA, Federal Biological Opinions and various State Water Board Decisions. We recognized that the reductions 
in water supply would soon have an impact on CCID and began exploring projects that would provide local dispatchable 

storage. These projects would increase our water supply during Shasta Critical Years and provide local storage in the event 
we switch to taking direct delivery down the San Joaquin River. Our modeling efforts highlighted the goal of having 50,000 
AF stored locally that would bridge the gap for our growers.

CONSERVATION SPOTLIGHT

Orestimba Creek Recharge Project

In 2010 we hired a hydrogeologist to study our area in search of potential sites that could be used for storage. The criteria 
was to vet the ability to get water into storage and back into our canal system with acceptable water quality and flow rates. 
We then ranked the concepts based on the criteria and the overall cost to recover the water into our system during a Critical 
Year. The Orestimba Creek Recharge Project was one of the highest ranking options. CCID has partnered with Del Puerto 
Water District on the development of this project. The project has been through a rigorous feasibility analysis starting with 
two 1-acre ponds, expanding the study to two 10-acre ponds and ultimately the purchase of an 80-acre site. The project has 
been substantially constructed and has received over $8M in grant funds. The aquifer storage in the area is about 30,000 AF 
with the ability to provide an additional 5,000 AF of water supply to CCID growers in a Shasta Critical year. 

With the completion of this project this year, we will shift to focusing on the Los Banos Creek Storage and Los Banos Creek 
Recharge Projects to continue efforts to improve water reliability to our growers.

Pipeline installation to recharge site.

Orestimba Creek pump station under construction. Orestimba Creek pump station completed.  

Orestimba Creek turnout completed
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Grant Opportunities
CCID’s On-Farm Water Conservation Program

There are two sign-up periods for 2024 funding requests:  March 8th and August 9th. Grant funding is offered at 50% 
cost-share up to $600/acre benefitted for concrete ditches or pipelines and 25% cost-share up to $600/acre benefitted 
for irrigation enhancements such as micro or drip irrigation, tailwater recovery, or other projects that result in conserved 

water. Loan funding is offered at 3% simple interest with one annual payment over a 5-year term for on-farm projects or up to a 
10-year term for community ditch projects. A project sketch or design with a cost estimate must be submitted to 
trosin@ccidwater.org prior to either deadline to be considered for preliminary approval. The Program Policy and Applications 
are available on-line at www.ccidwater.org.

California Department of Food and Agriculture healthy soils program: 

The Healthy Soils Program Incentive Grants provide financial incentives directly to California growers and ranchers to 
implement conservation management practices that sequester carbon, reduce atmospheric greenhouse gases (GHGs), and 
improve soil health: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/IncentivesProgram.html

United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service: 

The USDA NRCS offers several programs and initiatives to help farmers achieve their farm management goals: 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

ANNUAL GROWER MEETING 
set for 

March 28, 2024
more details to follow

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Do you know a student who is headed for a vocational/trade school 
or college? Maybe you know of a current college student looking to 
continue their education in Ag?  CCID offers three types of scholarships 

to assist students pursuing their educational goals.  The James O’Banion 
Scholarship is for graduating seniors enrolling into a vocational or trade school 
and the Water Awareness Scholarship is for seniors enrolling in an accredited 
university, college or community college and are due March 22, 2024.  The 
Redfern Ranches Scholarship helps fund those continuing their studies for a 
career in Ag and are due April 26, 2024.  For more information, please visit 
www.ccidwater.org/scholarships 
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50 Years Ago – Spring 1974
• In early January, the State released 500 cfs from the Los Banos Creek 

Detention Dam to restore flood storage space and Friant Dam began San 
Joaquin River releases for the same reason.  On January 29th, the District 
started water into the Main and Outside canals with irrigation demand 
kicking in due to lack of rainfall in the previous 3 weeks.

25 Years Ago – Spring 1999
• The Water Conservation Committee formulated a Conservation Incentive 

Program largely in response to the fact that matching Federal funds were 
very limited in scope and availability.  The Board authorized $100,000 in 
1999 to provide for a 25% cost share for qualifying projects, up to $125 per 
acre benefitted with funding the first year limited to community ditches.

10 Years Ago – Spring 2014
• After working closely with the Bureau of Reclamation, independent consultants and utilizing historical data from previous Critical 

years (1977, 1991, 1992, and 1993), the Board approved a Critical Year budget for 2014.  Water rates were based on a 50% allocation 
schedule with three full-year tiers:

Tier 1:      0 – 1.67 af/ac @ $17.00

Tier 2:  1.67 - 2.17 af/ac @ $40.00

Tier 3:   Over 2.17 af/ac @ $95.00

A look back...


