
2
Water Awareness

3
Scholarship Winners 2020

News and Information from the Central California Irrigation District • www.ccidwater.org • Issue Two • 2020

Water Supply Recap

2020 will be a year remembered for decades to come. The 
year started with a fairly dry January followed by a record 
low precipitation in February on the Shasta Watershed. In 

the meantime, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the 
California Department of Public Health were put on alert to track 
and prepare for the spread of COVID-19, ultimately leading to 
emergency declarations by the President of the United States and 
the Governor of California. Across our nation peaceful protests 
and violent protests have shifted the news narrative from the 24/7 
coverage of COVID-19.

On February 25th, Reclamation provided notice that the forecast 
indicated it would be a non-critical year for CCID and the other 
Exchange Contractors. A few days later the results of the March 1st 
snow survey came in and indicated the dry January and February 
had reduced the forecasted inflow to Shasta would be just below the 
threshold to remain non-critical. Reclamation reviewed the snow 
survey results and conducted their own analysis on water supply. 
Reclamation elected to maintain the non-critical allocation notice 
provided on February 25th and would defer to the results of the April 
1st snow survey.

The April 1st forecast indicated inflows to Shasta would be below 
the critical year threshold. On April 13th, we received notice 
from Reclamation that we have been declared Critical under the 
Exchange Contract. The following day, the District notified its 
growers that effective immediately a tiered allocation schedule 

would be in effect. The District started pumping wells in February to 
offset some of the shortfall in a critical year and started networking 
with consumers. There was no surprise when our farmers stepped up 
to the plate to help each other and the District to meet the abrupt 
needs of other farmers. A sincere Thank You is owed to each and all 
of you that engaged in water conservation.

Much of April and May were spent reviewing hydrology and likely 
scenarios on how the year will play out. Fortunately, Shasta received 
over 5” of precipitation in May (about double the historic average) 
which ultimately resulted in the June 1st 90% exceedance forecast 
predicting the inflow to Shasta at 3.235 million acre-feet. On June 
8th, Reclamation provided us notice that based on the most recent 
hydrological analysis that this year would in fact be a non-critical 
year under the Exchange Contract.

In a year with so much uncertainty, it feels like a roller coaster ride 
at the May Day Fair. Thank you for your patience and partnership 
as we navigate the next half of 2020.

CCID General Manager Jarrett Martin said using available 
storage in the Los Banos Creek Detention Reservoir 
(LBCDR) has been a concept envisioned by CCID and 

the Exchange Contractors to provide local dispatchable water 
storage during Critical years. The first part of Project 2 is to 
install temporary components as “proof of concept” to test the 
functionality and ultimately prove the concept to provide water 
resiliency to our growers. Construction of the temporary facilities is 
scheduled for Fall of 2020.

The Project will utilize existing infrastructure owned and operated 
by San Luis Water District, which happens to be one of the 
partners in the project along with the Grassland Water District. 
Water will be pumped from an existing pump station in the 
California Aqueduct to a ridge above the detention dam. From 
there, a newly constructed pipeline will divert water down into the 
reservoir, making it available for release later in the year to meet 

Los Banos Creek Detention Reservoir
local demands. Once water is released from the reservoir it will 
be diverted through Project 1 (the Los Banos Creek Diversion 
Facility), a facility completed in 2017 that directs flood releases 
from the creek and diverts flows into the Delta-Mendota Canal 
for use by the project partners.

The environmental coverage for the initial project will need to be 
expanded to include permanent facilities and operations. With a 
successful proof of concept, we will engage the partners to develop 
the permanent project to supply an additional 8,000 acre-feet 
during Shasta Critical years.
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CCID Board and Staff had a vision of educating the local school children about Canal Safety. A 
vision that started 35 years ago, now reaches over 6,400 students from 26 local schools. Interactive 
presentations are made to elementary grades demonstrating the dangers of canal waterways and how 

to be safe near them. Another component to Water Awareness Month is the District sponsored coloring 
contest for TK to 3rd grade students. The coloring books feature fun characters that help the younger kids 
develop safe practices near water.

Congratulations to the following winners of the annual CCID coloring contest:

T-K:

Mariah Amaro, Dos Palos Elementary
Mikaela Davalos, Bailey School
Sophia Ortiz, Gustine Elementary

Kindergarten:

Derek Lara, Henry Miller Elementary
Dalilah Contreras, Dos Palos Elementary
Dominick Talavera, Miano Elementary

First Grade:

Ailleen Arias, Bailey School
Melissa Morian, Westside Elementary
Noe Ceballos, Henry Miller Elementary

May - Water Awareness Month

Beth Wilson, 
California State University, Fresno, 
$2,500

Beth has completed two years at 
Fresno State and will continue 
her studies, where she is majoring 
in both Agricultural Business 
and Mass Communications and 
Journalism with an emphasis in 
Public Relations. She has been a 
Division I athlete as a two year 
member of the Fresno State Swim 

and Dive team in addition to maintaining a 4.0 GPA and 
volunteering within her community. Beth grew up in a multi-
generational farming family and is committed to utilize her 
education to become an advocate for agriculture to “help the 
selfless, hard-working agriculturalists that I know and love, 
and the many people like them, in any way” that she can.

Steven Garcia, 
California State University, 
Stanislaus, $2,500

Steven graduated from Merced 
Community College with a 3.5 
GPA. He has been accepted to 
Stanislaus State where he will 
focus on a Bachelor’s of Science in 
General Agriculture. Steven was 
a member of the Ag Ambassadors 
while at Merced Community 
College and has been an active 

member of Ducks Unlimited for many years. Steven is currently 
working full-time in the tomato industry and plans to continue 
growing his Ag career within his current employment.

The Redfern Ranches scholarship for Ag Leadership, in coordination with CCID, recognizes the hard-work and dedication 
of one college student. This year there were ten extremely well qualified candidates for this scholarship, which made the 
selection of one winner a difficult challenge. With the competitive selection this year it was decided that two top students 

would be awarded the Ag Leadership scholarship for 2020. Redfern Ranches stepped up and pledged the additional funds to 
award a second scholarship this year.

“Redfern Ranches is setting a good example for everyone in California agriculture and should be recognized for their 
contribution,” expressed Director Jensen.

The Scholarship Committee is comprised of Directors Eric Fontana and Kirk Jensen, who along with Redfern Ranches 
representative, Steve Fausone, reviewed the applications and made the tough selections.

CCID-Redfern Ranches Scholarship for 
Ag Leadership 2020

Second Grade:

Abby Regino, Lorena Falasco Elementary
Sebastian Gomez, Henry Miller Elementary
Destiny Lopez, Lorena Falasco Elementary

Third Grade:

Daisy Banda, Von Renner Elementary
Anthony Correa, McCabe Elementary
Samantha Gomez, Lorena Falasco Elementary
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Doreen Dyt, 
Orestimba High School, 
$1,500

Doreen graduated from 
Orestimba High School 
with a 4.4 GPA, ranked first 
in her class. She plans to 
study Agricultural Business 
with a minor in Political 
Science at Cal Poly, San 
Luis Obispo, with an eye on 
becoming an Agricultural 
Lobbyist. Ms. Dyt was a 
4-year Varsity volleyball 
player and active in Future 

Farmers of America including serving as President.

Lauren Poehlmann, 
Petaluma High School, $1,500

Lauren graduated from 
Petaluma High School 
with a 4.34 GPA, ranked 
16th in her class. She plans 
to attend University of 
British Columbia where 
she will pursue her MBA 
in Business and Marketing. 
Ms. Poehlmann was a 
member and representative 
of the National Honors 
Society and the California 
Scholarship Federation. 

She served as President of the PHS Photography Club and 
participated with the North Bay Rowing Club.

Madison Woods, 
Gustine High School, $1,500

Madison graduated from 
Gustine High School 
with a 3.77 GPA, ranked 
11th in her class. She 
plans to attend Oklahoma 
State University studying 
Agricultural Business with 
a minor in Animal Science 
working towards a career in 
Livestock Pharmaceutical 
Sales. Ms. Woods was on 
the livestock judging team 
for 4 years, is a California 

State Future Farmers of America Degree holder, Merced and 
Mariposa Sectional and Regional Sheep Proficiency Winner and 
received the National Western Stock Show Premier Outstanding 
Exhibitor.

CCID Water Awareness Scholarship Winners 2020
Janae Avila, 
Dos Palos High School, 
$1,000

Janae graduated from Dos 
Palos High School with 
a 4.24 GPA, ranking 5th 
in her class. She plans to 
attend California State 
University, Fresno to 
accomplish a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing. 
Ms. Avila was a Varsity 
Cheerleader for 4 years 
including serving as 
Captain 2019-2020. She 

was also active in ASB, California Scholarship Federation and 
ROP Virtual Enterprise.

Jadie Beltran, 
Los Banos High School, 
$1,000

Jadie graduated from Los 
Banos High School with 
a 4.07 GPA, ranking 13th 
in her class. She plans to 
attend California State 
University, Sacramento 
studying Chemistry. 
Ms. Beltran was active 
in Future Farmers of 
America and California 
Scholarship Federation 
for 4 years. She was ASB 

Class President and the Homecoming Queen her senior year.

Juan Carlos Orozco, 
Dos Palos High School, 
$1,000

Juan graduated from Dos 
Palos High School with a 
4.02 GPA, ranking 14th 
in his class. He plans to 
attend Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo to study Plant 
Science with a minor in 
Agricultural Education 
to obtain a teaching 
credential. Mr. Orozco 
was active in the Future 
Farmers of America 
program, holding various 

offices including Chapter President for 2019-2020. He also 
participated on the varsity wrestling team and was the student 
head of the Dos Palos Swine Club.
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50 Years Ago – Summer 1970
• At the June 24, 1970 Board of Directors meeting, it was reported that 

the William J. Stockton property would be up for sale. The District 
had water recovery pumps operating within the two gravel pits on the 
property. The Manager was authorized to negotiate for its purchase. 

25 Years Ago – Winter 1995
• A comprehensive subsidence study from 1960 through 1994 was 

presented to the Board of Directors along with a comparison by survey 
level vs. water level which were nearly equal. This study showed major 
drops, particularly in the Camp 13 area of the District and would be 
presented to the Bureau at a later date.

10 Years Ago – Winter 2010
• In response to the drought of the early 1990’s a number of counties had adopted ordinances to control exports of pumped water from 

their area by requiring permits. Stanislaus County was proposing a very restrictive groundwater ordinance mandating permits for any 
pumping except onto overlaying lands. The Board directed the Manager to join with other area water districts to formulate a joint 
letter to Stanislaus County in opposition.

A look back...

Water Conservation Program 
Deadline August 7, 2020 

Details and on-line application at 
www.ccidwater.org


