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2020 DECLARED CRITICAL FOR CCID

everal years of developing a Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan (GSP) as part of the new, statewide 
groundwater regulation is now leading to a concerted 

effort to resolve subsidence issues.

The new groundwater regulations are the result of the 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) 
approved by the Legislature and signed by then-Governor 
Jerry Brown in 2014. CCID, under General Manager Jarrett 
Martin’s lead has been compiling information and working 
with others on behalf of the San Joaquin River Exchange 
Contractors GSP.

“We’ve been actively managing our aquifers for decades, 
which made our efforts easier to formulate the GSP,” said 
Martin. “We had solid numbers to use and were also able to 
assist other neighboring agencies in developing their GSPs.”

The GSP was submitted in January to the Department of 
Water Resources. They have two years to review the plan to 
either approve or request modifications.

The focus of the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors 
GSP is to continue the partnerships with the communities 
adjacent to CCID including: Newman, Gustine, Los Banos, 
Dos Palos, Firebaugh and Mendota. “The plan we submitted 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan Submitted; Now What?
is sustainable and highlights 
projects each city is willing 
to pursue to maintain 
sustainability for the next 
50 years,” Martin said 
emphatically.

Groundwater pumping in 
CCID will be managed in 
the same manner as the 
previous few years.

True sustainability is 
achieved when the region works together. Our focus over 
the last year has been to work with neighboring agencies to 
help them achieve sustainability. Of particular importance is 
stopping subsidence. CCID has a successful program in the 
Red Top area outside the CCID boundary, that has reduced 
subsidence along the Poso Canal from six inches per year 
down to less than two inches per year.

“Maintaining our ability to deliver surface water is the 
keystone for CCID growers,” Martin said. “Stopping 
subsidence will not only achieve the sustainability 
requirements of SGMA, but more importantly maintain 
water deliveries to the area.”

S

he California Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
conducted their April 1st snow survey. The results 
predict an inflow to Shasta at 3.075 MAF under the 

90% forecast. “While we were all hoping for a ‘miracle March’ 
after February landed as record dry, we were not so fortunate,” 
said Bureau of Reclamation Regional Director, Ernest 
Conant. “Although March did bring some wetter weather 
across California, it ended up being relatively dry for Shasta 
inflow. Announcing the Shasta Critical determination now 
will give time for our water contractors to plan their season 
accordingly.” Under a Shasta Critical year, CCID receives 
75% of its normal water supply.

While this is not what we were hoping, the District has taken 
precautionary measures to plan for this situation. The Board 
of Directors was prepared and adopted a critical year budget 
and water allocation schedule earlier this year. One question 
we get is “Can we go back to non-critical if conditions 
improve?” The short answer is yes. DWR will perform another 
snow survey on May 1st and update their forecasting model. 
The results of this survey will be reviewed by Reclamation 
on whether or not this year will remain critical or go back to 
non-critical. We expect an update from Reclamation around 
mid-May, if not sooner and will keep you informed as quickly 
as possible.

Karla Nemeth, DWR Director, 
speaks with CCID General Manager 
Jarrett Martin about SGMA 
impacts during Reno meeting.



egulatory compliance and the prevention of 
endangered fish from entering the District’s 
water delivery system at the Mendota Pool is 

“imperative,” stated CCID General Manager Jarrett 
Martin.

The San Joaquin River Settlement is being implemented 
to restore salmon runs on the San Joaquin River. 

Restoring the river will 
reintroduce species 
protected under the 
Endangered Species 
Act. In order to 
achieve the regulatory 
compliance and fish 
protection, Martin 
explained that CCID 
has a Financial 
Assistance Agreement 
with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation to design 
and construct a Fish 
Screen and Control 
Structure upstream of 
Mendota Dam.
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Fish screens planned to protect water rights

CONSERVATIONSPOTLIGHT

“The control structure will feature two V-Screens, a 
design that has proven successful at several locations on 
the Sacramento River,” Martin explained. “The concept 
is to design a screen with slots sized to deflect fish while 
delivering water through the screens at the desired 
velocity and flow rate.”

“From our perspective, the screens are fundamental 
to protecting the fish and reestablishing the salmon 
population in the San Joaquin River,” added Martin. 
“These screens will prevent incidental take through our 
delivery system and thereby complying with the ESA.”

Staff from CCID and the Exchange Contractors are 
engaged in weekly meetings to keep the project moving. 
The project is currently transitioning into the 60% design 
phase. This is the pivotal moment when we shift from 
conceptual and design considerations that are protective 
of the species to the process of simply engineering the 
facilities. “A lot of hard work coordinating with the 
fishery agencies is behind us but there is still more to 
go. We’re probably about a year away from having the 
design phase completed and another two years to finish 
construction,” he said.

Water Conservation Program applications now being 
accepted

pplications are now being accepted from CCID growers 
for the 2020 On-Farm Water Conservation Program. 
The application is available on-line at www.ccidwater.org 

and can be submitted anytime before August 7, 2020.

The Program provides low-interest loans up to $1,000 per acre 
benefited and grants up to $400 per acre benefited. Loans have 
a 5-year term for on-farm projects and up to a 10-year term for 
community ditch projects, both with one annual payment. A 
project design along with a cost estimate is required to begin the 
evaluation of the proposed improvement.

“The Program is designed to facilitate our growers’ conservation 
practices,” explained Conservation Coordinator Tracey Rosin. 
“We are here to assist in any way that we can.”

Concrete ditch lining or pipelining qualify for 50 percent cost-
share up to $400 per acre. A 25 percent cost-share up to $400 
per acre is offered for irrigation enhancements such as tailwater 
return systems, micro-sprinklers, drip systems, dairy related 
projects and other irrigation efficiency improvements.

Program Guidelines and additional information is available on 
the District’s website at www.ccidwater.org.

Step by Step
Want to participate in the CCID Water Conservation 
Program? Just follow these steps:

1. Fill out an application on the District’s website           
(www.ccidwater.org) ANYTIME before August 7, 
2020.

2. Provide supporting data of proposed project to the 
District’s Conservation Coordinator.

3. Meet with CCID Conservation staff to review project.

4. CCID gathers water use data and presents to Water 
Conservation Committee for preliminary approval.

5. An engineering evaluation on design is conducted by     
the District.

6. Set construction schedule with CCID staff and 
arrange for required inspections.

7. Upon completion, submit invoices for document 
preparation.

8. Board of Directors authorizes funding to landowner.

CCID General Manager Jarrett 
Martin visited Woodbridge Irrigation 
District to inspect a similar V-screen 
planned at the Mendota Pool. Continued on Page Five



he corona virus has had devastating impacts across the 
Country and CCID is taking precautionary measures 
to not only protect our employees, but also protect our 

growers and the delivery of water to each and every farm. We 
are committed to providing a safe work environment for our 
employees. On March 20, 2020 the District announced that 
the office would be closed to the public. The staff is stepping 
up to enforce the social distancing policy and has taken 
ownership in sanitizing the workplace. “I have yet to hear 
one single complaint from staff and the growers about the 

additional measures in place,” General Manager Jarrett Martin 
stated. “It is truly inspiring to see our staff rise to the occasion.” 
Every department has taken the recommendations seriously.

These are the times where our faith and perseverance are 
tested. The farming community always has and always will 
lead with resiliency. Thank you to our growers and community 
members for your support of the District operations over 
the last month. We remain committed to ensuring prompt 
communications with our growers through this crisis.

COVID-19 UPDATE

An 82,000 acre-feet reservoir is under analysis to determine 
if the project is feasible under Federal guidelines. The project 
partners, The Exchange Contractors and Del Puerto Water 
District, are working closely with Reclamation to come to 
resolution on this by the end of the year. So, what does this 
project mean to CCID?

By 2010, the reliability of moving water south of the Delta had 
significantly declined. CCID recognized the need to have local 
dispatchable storage to shore water supply in critical years and 
also provide a safety net when shifting our deliveries from the 
Delta-Mendota Canal to the San Joaquin River. As a result, 
CCID and the Exchange Contractors developed a Water 
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Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir

Resources Plan in 2012 to meet this challenge. The newest and 
largest project as part of “The Plan” is the Del Puerto Canyon 
Reservoir Project.

This project as currently envisioned will provide 13,000 acre-
feet to CCID growers in a Critical year. “The value of this water 
is that we control the timing of releases. This water can quickly 
be injected into our system to provide operational flexibility 
in the most challenging water years” noted CCID General 
Manager Jarrett Martin.

The reservoir will also provide much needed resiliency to our 
partners and neighboring water districts. If you have questions 
please go to www.delpuertocanyonreservoir.com

CCIDOBSERVER
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Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program (ILRP)
The revisions made last year to the Westside Coalition Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) as a result of the State Water 
Resource Control Board (SWRCB) order are continuing to be implemented. Below is a brief summary of the main upcoming 
changes within the Westside San Joaquin River Watershed Coalition:

Irrigation and Nitrogen Management Plans (INMP)
Effective April 2020, all growers within the Westside Coalition are required to complete a newly created Irrigation and 
Nitrogen Management Plan (INMP). The INMPs for High Vulnerability (HV) areas must be certified. Existing NMP self-
certifiers transition into the new INMP. If you need to become self-certified, you’ll need to attend and pass a new INMP self-
certification class or consult with your local Certified Crop Advisor. The INMP replaces the old Nitrogen Management Plan 
(NMP).

INMP Summary Report
Beginning in April 2021, all members (regardless of vulnerability determination) will be required to submit INMP Summary 
Reports to the coalition. The INMP Summary Reports will include total applied nitrogen from each source, crop yield, and 
an estimate of the nitrogen removed with the harvested crop based on crop yield. These numbers will be used to estimate the 
potential risk to groundwater from nitrates applied on each field. In 2020, growers in high vulnerability areas will continue to 
be required to submit the current nitrogen management plan summary reports.

Drinking Water Supply Well Monitoring
Beginning in 2021, members will be required to monitor all drinking water supply wells present on property enrolled in the 
ILRP. If a well is found to be above the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for nitrate the member must notify the Regional 
Board and the water users. All well data must be reported in a publically accessible SWRCB database. Growers that can show 
their domestic wells are not being used for drinking water can be exempted from the sampling requirement.

Management Practice Implementation Report
Beginning in April 2021, all members that farm in areas with Surface or Groundwater Quality Management Plans shall 
complete a Management Practice Implementation Report (MPIR). The MPIR shall include management practices 
implemented by members to comply with the requirements of the surface and groundwater management plans. The majority 
of lands within the Westside Coalition are covered by either a surface water or groundwater management plan. The coalition 
will be required to submit the MPIR data to the board in November 2021.

For more information on these or any other Westside San Joaquin River Watershed Coalition issues, please contact 
Orvil McKinnis at Summers Engineering (559) 582-9237 or via email at OMckinnis@summerseng.com.

CCIDOBSERVER
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CID has received 11 applications for this year’s Water 
Awareness Scholarship which closed April 9, 2020. 
Students graduating from any high school, provided 

that the student’s parents or grandparents either farm or own 
land in CCID or any of the other member agencies of the San 
Joaquin River Exchange Contractors were eligible to apply.

“The scholarships play a part in relieving the financial pressure 
the students face when they enter college,” said CCID General 
Manager Jarrett Martin. “The scholarships will assist the 
students to focus on the bigger things they face in college and 
worry less about paying rent or buying books.”

The scholarships consist of at least $500, payable in two 
installments over the course of the first year upon verification 
of enrollment. Students planning to enter any course of study 
at any accredited college or university, community college, or 
trade/vocational school are eligible to apply.

The Scholarship Committee, which is made up of two members 
of the Board of Directors, will evaluate the applications based 
on the qualifications as outlined on the District’s website. 
With the cancellation of school operations due to California’s 
State of Emergency regulations, the scholarship winners will be 
notified by mail and announced in a future CCID Newsletter.

The scholarships are completely funded by donations from 
CCID’s landowners.

“Without this support the scholarships would not be possible,” 
said Martin.

Scholarships
CCID Water Awareness Scholarship

CCID, along with Redfern Ranches, a landowner within 
our District, sponsor this scholarship to support continuing 
undergraduate or graduate level education. In order to qualify, 
students must have completed two years of coursework 
at the time of the award of scholarship and be a relative 
of one of the following: (1) Landowner or consumer in 
CCID or in any other agencies of the San Joaquin River 
Exchange Contractors; (2) Employee of a landowner or 

Encouragement from 2019 
scholarship recipients
Nicole Moitozo was raised on the family farm. She recalls 
talking with her dad about the importance of CCID to 
the area. She credits her dad for instilling her dedication 
and work ethic. She is strong and independent, no doubt 
a trait she recognizes in her mother. When asked what 
would she say to eligible students she replied “Hard work 
pays off. The funds go further than you imagine. Just 
apply, they may see something in you that you didn’t know 
you have.” Nicole is attending Sacramento State with 
ambitions of planning special events to make the most 
important days of her clients more memorable than they 
could have imagined.

Amy Suarez was also raised on her family’s farm. She 
thanked CCID for the scholarship she received, among 
others. “It has provided me the opportunity to attend 
college and I appreciate the relief on my parents to avoid 
student debts,” she said. Amy is attending Fresno State 
and plans to become a High School Ag Teacher where she 
will inform her students about the importance of water 
and where their food really comes from.

CCID issued its first scholarship in 1993. The total number of 
scholarships issued through the years total 116, representing 
$106,500.

consumer in CCID or in any other agencies of the Exchange 
Contractors; (3) Employee or former employee of any of the 
aforementioned water agencies. The scholarship will be at 
least $2,500 and is awarded annually. Applications must be 
received by the District no later than 5:00 pm on June 5, 
2020. More information can be found on the District’s website 
(www.ccidwater.org)

Continued from Page Two

CCID Redfern Ranches Scholarship

The control structure will be located upstream of the 
Mendota Dam and will be used to regulate flows from the 
river into Mendota Pool. Except during flood releases or 
a call on Friant, the fish screen will be dry and all of the 
Restoration flows will be routed through a newly constructed 
channel to the downstream side of the dam.”

Design model of the planned V-screen at the Mendota Pool.
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50 Years Ago – Winter 1970
• The December inflow to Shasta Reservoir was almost 1 million acre feet 

or almost twice normal for the month. With over half of the required 3.2 
million minimum inflow already in the reservoir, a “normal” water year 
under the Exchange Contract was practically assured.

25 Years Ago – Winter 1995
• Work was underway for the proposed AB3030 Groundwater 

Management Plan compiling statistics of groundwater quality, 
quantity, surface water supplies and subsidence. CCID was evaluating 
the purchase of two hydro plants (Bunker and Willis) to potentially 
generate power to run the District’s deep wells. Members of the Water 
Department were busy on night-patrol as nearly all northern creeks were 
running.

10 Years Ago – Winter 2010
• Progress continued on the Outside Canal rehabilitation project. Phase I of the project, between Russell Avenue and the O’Banion 

Weir, was expected to be completed in mid- to late-2011. This work would increase the Outside Canal’s capacity by 120 to 130 c.f.s. 
Phase II would follow restoring close to the 300 c.f.s. capacity that had been lost due to subsidence.

A look back...


