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VSAs still under consideration
n extensive list of voluntary
settlement agreements (VSAs)
aimed at lessening the potential
impact of river flow restrictions by the
State Water Resources Control Board
are still under consideration, despite the
Board voting 4-1 to impose regulations
that will strip farms and cities of water
flowing through San Joaquin River
tributaries.
“They knew that talks were ongoing by
the various agencies and water districts
to come up with an alternative to the
restrictions,” explained General Manager
Chris White of Central California
Irrigation District, who was involved in
the effort. “Unfortunately, the Board
adopted the Substitute Environmental
Document (SED) for Phase 1 of the BayDelta Water Quality Control Plan that
included the restrictions on water supply
to farms and cities. At the same time, the
Board directed their staff to analyze the
VSAs and report back. The adoption of
Phase 1 will set off a series of legal actions
as the east side tributary agencies and
others try to protect themselves against
the unjustified taking of Valley water
supplies for outflow.”
The Board took action at their Dec. 12
meeting.

“At least the Board gave recognition to
the tremendous amount of work that
went in to developing the agreements,”
he added. “Individuals within both the
Department of Water Resources and the
Department of Fish and Wildlife were
invaluable in their efforts to develop the
agreements.”
While the Board is moving on to Phase 2,
which pertains to the Sacramento River
and its tributaries, White is hopeful that
following an analysis of the voluntary
agreements by the Board’s staff, the door
may be opened to adopt the VSAs as
opposed to the proposed taking under the
SED which would greatly reduce water
supplies south of the Delta, crippling the
economy of the valley.
If adopted by the Board, the voluntary
settlement agreements will provide:
• Significant quantities of water, on
a voluntary basis, for instream flow in
nearly every major stream tributary to
the Sacramento - San Joaquin Rivers
Delta and Delta outflow, while
balancing the impacts that may result
from land fallowing and other actions
to generate these flows.

Flows from the Tuolumne River will be affected
by the recent SWRCB ruling.

wildlife resources in the Delta and
streams tributary to the Delta.
• A secure and ongoing source of
funding to implement water purchase
programs, habitat restoration, and
robust science programs to ensure
that both water and money dedicated
to environmental enhancement and
restoration are being used wisely.
• Improved water supply reliability to
the Sacramento Valley, the
Sacramento region, the San Joaquin
Valley, the San Francisco Bay area,
the central coast, and southern
California.

• Habitat improvements and other
non-flow measures to enhance fish and

Water to run uninterrupted in
supply channels
andowners within the service area of the Central California Irrigation District should see
water running in District’s water supply channels most of the winter without interruption.
“A few projects were conducted earlier during the winter that caused some canals to be
dewatered that resulted in a short shut down,” explained CCID General Manager Chris White.
“There may still be a few projects undertaken but we expect no interruption in water deliveries.”
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Family goal leads to almond planting

B

rian Pereira has set out a goal for the future of his family
and Central California Irrigation District is helping him
towards that goal.

skills that I am using today, such as metal fabrication.”
While working for CCID for 11 years, Brian continued to work
on the family farm and eventually began looking for land that
he could farm.
“I always planned on doing something on my own,” he recalls
about farming.
At one point his father had a talk with him and asked about his
goals for the future. Brian responded that he wanted to farm
his own land.
“Dad encouraged me to move ahead and both he and my
Uncle had a talk between themselves and the result was that
they offered the family’s farm equipment for me to use on the
new land, as well as always being there for any type of help,”
Brian remembers.

Brian Pereira stands in front of his drip control system at
his newly-planted orchard.

“I’m not looking to amass a lot of property or become a
millionaire,” says the 36-year-old farmer with 16 acres of newly
planted almonds on the edge of Dos Palos. “I’m just looking to
provide for my family and enable us to travel when we want.”

He found several parcels around Dos Palos and began farming
on his own. He grew honeydew, seed broccoli, winter wheat,
fresh market tomatoes and Sudan grass.

Brian learned part of that commitment to family while growing
up and working on his family’s farm, Pereira Brothers & Sons,
near Los Banos.
“Working with my Dad and Uncle and others in those early
years was a good experience,” he says.
Following high school, he became employed at CCID as a canal
man. He started at the proverbial “bottom rung of the ladder.”
“I always worked outside and then during the winters would
move inside at the shop,” he adds. “I picked up some additional

181 trees per acre were planted to the 16 -acre orchard.

Eventually he left CCID to focus on farming.
“Those were good years and I learned a lot,” he recalls of his
time with the irrigation district.

Almonds
“It may not seem far but moving equipment from the family’s
farm near Los Banos to here became a juggling act,” he said as
he gazed across his new 16-acre almond orchard.
That task surrounding the equipment being moved played a
partial role in his decision to focus solely on almonds. Water
was also a pivotal factor.
“Almonds are a perfect candidate for drip,” he explains. “I can
remember when I was farming the land with the other crops
and I would have a water break. I’d be out here in the middle
of the night trying to control the water from reaching my
neighbor’s land…it was a mess. Installing drip allowed me to
better control the water and keep it on the property.”
Continued on next page

Brian Pereira resets emitter in newly-planted orchard.
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When he was researching whether to plant almonds, he applied
for funding from the Conservation Program offered by CCID in
the form of grants and low-interest loans. His project qualified
for District funding and he moved forward with his plans.
“It’s a really good program and especially helpful for young
farmers starting out,” Brian says. “The low-interest loan helped;
otherwise I would have had to go out and get a larger loan at a
much higher interest rate.”

Independence variety
Ground preparation was already underway during the
application process as Brian worked a stubble disc across the
land, followed by a ripper at 20-inches and finally a land plane.
He decided on a new variety of almonds - Independence on a
Root Pac R rootstock.
“The Independence is a smaller tree, which allowed me to
plant more trees to the acre at 181 on a 20 x 12-foot spacing,”
he says. “It does not require pollination like older orchards, but
I’ll still probably place some hives in the orchard.”
Especially attractive to Brian was the one-time harvest for the
new variety.
“It was a challenge to even decide to plant almonds in this
area,” he says. “The ground is a black, heavy Adobe soil. It was
a gamble to plant the trees because there are not many acres
planted to almonds around Dos Palos. And it is a relatively new
variety and we’re not sure about the production. I’m hoping to
harvest at third leaf.”
Much of the work done in the orchard that was planted last
October is done by Brian and his sons, Tanner and Mikey. Brian
estimates it will take about four weeks to have the stakes in
place and then it will be time to care and watch the trees grow.
While the menfolk are busy with the almonds, Brian’s wife
Stephanie manages the UPS Store in Los Banos that the couple
purchased.
As time progresses, Brian remains hopeful that the combination
of the orchard and the UPS business will help in providing a
future for his family that he has always envisioned.

Agreement by State/Fed
agencies provide local
water benefits
n agreement has been reached between the
Department of Water Resources and the
Bureau of Reclamation to update how the
State Water Project (SWP) and the federal
Central Valley Project (CVP) are operated to meet
environmental standards.
“This is a very significant agreement for the San Joaquin
River Exchange Contractors and its member entities,”
stated Chris White, Central California Irrigation District
General Manager. “This revised coordinated operating
agreement changes how water is used in the basin and the
sharing of exports.
“The agreement improves dry year reliability for water
delivered through the Sacramento Delta,” he added, “and
that is important for our landowners.”
The Coordinated Operation Agreement (COA) was
originally signed in 1986 and defines how the state
and federal water projects share water quality and
environmental flow obligations imposed by regulatory
agencies. The agreement calls for periodic review to
determine whether updates are needed in light of changed
conditions. After completing a joint review process, DWR
and Reclamation agreed to an addendum to the COA to
reflect water quality regulations, biological opinions and
hydrology updated since the agreement was signed.
In addition, DWR and the Bureau in a further act of
collaboration and cooperation also signed an agreement
to formalize the cost sharing formula for projects needed
to meet joint responsibilities under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). The new agreement calls for costs to
be shared equitably between the state and federal projects
for work to meet joint responsibilities under the ESA,
including monitoring and habitat restoration.

CCID Annual Grower Meeting is Set
Mark your calendar for the upcoming Annual Grower
Meeting on March 25 at the Los Banos Fairgrounds in
the O’Banion Building. Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.
with a presentation discussing important topics for 2019:

•
•
•
•

Water Supply allocations for 2019
Irrigated Lands issues
SGMA Implementation
District and On-Farm Water Conservation

Please call the CCID Main Office at (209) 826-1421 to reserve your seat.
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A look back...
50 Years Ago – Fall 1968

• With continued heavy rainfall, it was reported that it was very doubtful
if any attempt would be made to fill the District’s canals before March
1st. The continuously wet conditions prevented much of the regular
winter maintenance. It was reported that the April - July runoff of the
San Joaquin River was forecast at approximately 2.3 million acre feet or
196% of normal.

25 Years Ago – Winter 1994

• With the continuing lack of rainfall, it was anticipated that a critical
water year would be declared for 1994. It was decided that a round
of public meetings would be scheduled for February to explain to the
landowners in more detail the factors that will affect water deliveries
during the year.

10 Years Ago – Winter 2009

• Dr. Ken Schmidt had been commissioned to conduct a study of the
District’s groundwater conditions in light of the increased levels of
well pumping as a result of the summer 2008 reductions in surface
water deliveries caused by Delta pumping restriction. Dr. Schmidt
reported that, in general, the groundwater table beneath the Exchange
Contractors service area had been remarkably stable because of its
consistent, good supply of surface water.
Pa g e Fo u r

C C I D OB SERV ER

I s s u e O n e , 2 019

