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Martin seeks to protect water rights as part of new role
he protection of “strong water rights” is a priority for Jarrett 
Martin as he steps into the role of General Manager of 
Central California Irrigation District.

“My focus moving into this role will be to continue the work 
that safeguards our strong water rights for our property owners,” 
Martin said following his appointment to the position by the CCID 
Board of Directors. He previously served as an Engineer, and later 
as Deputy General Manager, to the District and headed efforts 
to develop a Groundwater Sustainability Plan as part of the new 
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.

Martin takes over for Chris White, who assumed full-time 
responsibilities as Executive Director of the San Joaquin River 
Exchange Contractors Water Authority.

“CCID has a history of working 
closely with its growers and that will 
continue,” Martin added. “I will make 
myself available to each grower in the 
District,” he said. “In addition, I want 
to make sure that our growers know 
that District staff is here to answer 
questions and solve problems.”

Jarrett referenced a strategic plan 
adopted by the District’s Directors to 
encourage growers to remain engaged 
in issues affecting their future plans.

Martin noted that Chris White 
had served as the District’s General 
Manager for more than 20 years.

“A lot of issues confronted the District 
and its growers during those 20 years and Chris did a remarkable 
job in directing efforts to safeguard the District during that time,” 
Martin said.

Those areas ranged from an unprecedented severe drought in 
2014-2015; new rules for monitoring and reporting of agricultural 
drainage discharges through the Regional Board’s Irrigated Lands 
Regulatory Program; control of subsurface drainage discharges 
from the Camp 13 area; and the more recent problem of major 
subsidence in the Red Top area.

“Chris did an exceptional job in representing the District and its 
growers in these efforts and my commitment is to continue that 
level of support as we progress into the future,” Martin commented.

Martin recognized that during White’s tenure CCID had taken 
the helm on behalf of the Exchange Contractors to help facilitate 
getting various water resource projects off the ground, including 
the Orestimba Groundwater Recharge Project and the Los Banos 
Creek Projects.

“I want to thank the 
growers, particularly 
the District’s Board of 
Directors, for having 
the faith and confidence 
in me to move me into 
this new position,” he 
added. “I know there 
will be challenges in the 
future from new State 
and Federal laws and I 
welcome the opportunity 
to work with CCID’s 
leaders and staff in 
protecting our water 
rights while providing an 
environment that assures 
agriculture will remain a 
viable industry.”

New CCID General Manager 
pauses with CCID President 
James O’Banion at a board 
meeting of the San Joaquin 
River Exchange Contractors 
and Water Authority.

Mutual congratulations are offered 
between new CCID General Manager 
Jarrett Martin, left, and Chris White, 
who recently assumed full duties as the 
Executive Director of the San Joaquin River 
Exchange Contractors Water Authority.

e are leveraging available funding sources to help 
achieve our storage goal of 50,000 acre-feet for 
CCID and the Exchange Contractors.”

Those are the words of CCID General Manager Jarrett Martin 
as he explains the efforts underway to move forward with 
Del Puerto Canyon Reservoir, an off-stream storage project 

Funding sought to offset new reservoir costs
with an 85,000 acre-feet capacity. Martin explained that this 
project is slated to receive $1.5 million in the next round of 
Water Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Act 
funding.

Continued on Page Two



ising costs for water and labor has prompted John Jones 
to consider a long-range plan of converting his farm 
acreage around Dos Palos to permanent crops, namely 
almonds.

Jones currently farms just over 
2,000 acres on ground that is 
leased, owned and operated by 
George L. Jones Farming, LLC. 
He grew up on the farm that was 
managed by his father. “It had 
always been on my mind to be a 
part of the family farm and help 
my dad,” he recalls.

Those years working with his 
father helped develop a personal 
commitment to continually 
improve the farming operation. 
His father’s too-early death in 
2011 placed sole responsibility 
for the farm in his hands.

Now 39, Jones has formed a new partnership with his wife, Stevie, 
who manages all the bookkeeping responsibilities; in addition to 
caring for their 16-month-old daughter, Truly.

“I could see the costs for water 
and labor going up as I looked into 
the future,” he said. “I had to do 
something to manage those costs 
and still remain a viable farming 
operation.”

Several wells are spread across the 
ranch on different parcels. The 
deepest well is 160 feet.

“These wells provided a valuable 
backup for me regarding the water 
supply, but the power costs associated 
with the pumping kept going up,” he 
says.

He turned to drip irrigation during 
the drought years of 2014-15 to use 
his water supply more efficiently. 
Jones looked to partner with the 
Central California Irrigation District 
to improve irrigation efficiency on 
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his farm. He applied for 
grant funding through 
the District’s Water 
Conservation Program 
that provides a 25 
percent cost-sharing 
for micro-irrigation 
enhancements, up to 
$400 per acre.

“When you’re looking 
at an estimated $1,200 
per acre to install a drip 
system, a program such 
as CCID’s becomes very valuable,” he says. “The team at CCID 
was great to work with and they made the process very simple.”

Jones planted 315 acres of almonds earlier this year and he can 
irrigate the entire acreage at once with water from CCID’s East 
Ditch, which runs through the acreage.

“One switch and I can turn the system on to water the entire 
acreage or I can alter it to irrigate one field at a time,” he 
explains.

The plantings are on a 22’ by 14’ spacing with emitters every 44 
inches. He selected the Shasta variety with a Root Pak 4 for the 
rootstock.

“The water table in this area is around 7-feet and it’s a heavy 
soil,” he says. “The Root Pak 4 trees can handle water at 4 feet 
and right now we’re applying a half-an-inch of water every 24 
hours, which will increase as the trees mature.”

Drip irrigation has also allowed him to reduce labor costs 
since “one man can manage 1,000 acres of drip,” he says. That 
management includes cleaning plugged emitters and monitoring 
for damage from coyotes to the drip lines.

“It makes me feel good that 
I’ve been able to continue 
what my father started years 
ago and provide not only for 
my family but the families of 
my employees, some who have 
been with us for more than 20 
years,” Jones says.

John Jones of Dos Palos pauses 
during a tour of his recently-
planted almond trees.

Gypsum is spread throughout the farm in 
an effort to improve water penetration 
into the soil.

Emitters are spaced at 
44-inches apart to provide 
a thorough coverage for 
young almond trees.

“This funding will go toward design and environmental 
work needed to get the project off the ground,” said Martin. 
“We are working at a pace, if all goes according to plan, that 
construction could begin by early 2021.”

“Chris White was instrumental in getting this project underway 
before he shifted full-time to the Exchange Contractors as 
their Executive Director,” explained Martin, “where he is now 
helping CCID and the Exchange Contractors work through the 
process to get to construction.”

In mid-September, the Project received a Proposition 
1 consistency determination from the California Water 
Commission. The Commission determination is instrumental 
in also getting a support letter from the Governor which is a 
requirement to be eligible for future funding opportunities.

This reservoir is part of a Water Resources Plan by CCID and 
the Exchange Contractors to develop local dispatchable storage 
to provide resiliency for future critical water years.

Continued from Page One

WATER CONSERVATION
Thinking of a 

Water Conservation 
On-Farm Improvement?

Applications for CCID’s Water 
Conservation Program

can be submitted now through 
August 7, 2020

www.ccidwater.org
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CCID recently provided a two-day tour of Central Valley Water issues to 24 
individuals as part of the California Agricultural Leadership Foundation’s 17-month 
program to “grow leaders who make a difference” within the California agriculture 
community.

“One of the things we struggle with inside agriculture is telling our story,” remarked 
General Manager Jarrett Martin of CCID, an alumnus of Class 48 of the California 
Ag Leadership Program, “and we have a great story to tell.” At the end of the 
program, participants have the tools necessary to be an effective leader for a vibrant 
agricultural community.

The CCID-hosted tour marked the seventh year in a row that the District has 
hosted a voluntary seminar for the current ag leadership class. The tour starts 
with a history lesson of the Exchange Contract, the Central Valley Project and the 
development of water rights in California. Day 1 focuses on local problems and 
creative solutions; including water recharge projects, water storage projects, the San 
Joaquin River Restoration Program and subsidence mitigation.

The day concluded with a segue into the topic of Day 2 Water – The Big Picture. “They received a vision of where we are in the 
State right now regarding water” said Martin about a presentation given by the Bureau of Reclamation’s Regional Director Ernest 
Conant.

The Big Picture started with a trip to Jones Pumping Plant (federal pumps in the Delta) and ended at the Romero Visitors Center 
overlooking San Luis Reservoir. Chris 
White tied the last two days together 
with a summary of the current and 
potential issues primarily focusing 
around environmental concerns in 
the Delta and the impacts to the local 
communities.

“We have the opportunity to tell our 
story, a success story, of how CCID has 
been a local leader by working with 
our neighbors to solve regional water 
problems” Martin concluded.

CCID provides look at local ag/water issues

Members of the Ag Leadership group paused during a visit to a melon field belonging to Joe Del 
Bosque, left, during their recent tour.

A visit to the Romero Visitors Center atop San Luis 
Reservoir provided a look of the water supply.

Modifications to the Russell Bridge should be completed 
early next year that will result in a restoration of 
capacity for water flowing through the Outside Canal.

Bridge work designed to restore canal capacity
n estimated $5.2 million is the price tag to modify the 
Russell Avenue bridge near Firebaugh where it crosses 
CCID’s Outside Canal. Construction is expected to get 
underway before the end of the year, with completion 

scheduled for March 2020.

A three-way partnership between 
CCID, Fresno County and Caltrans 
has been formed to pay for the 
project, with Caltrans covering 
a majority of the expenses. This 
project is necessary to restore the 
capacity of the canal, which has 
been reduced due to land subsidence 
in the area.

An estimated $600,000 of the 
cost will be borne by CCID and 
Fresno County. Stories are told of 
the district staff performing canal 
surveys and floating under the 
bridge at Russell Avenue on their 

survey boat. Today, the water elevation in the canal is higher 
than the road.

It’s been a long road with “starts and stops” along the way. In 
2005, CCID gained Caltrans agreement that the bridge needed 

to be replaced. The bridge was 
placed in the County’s top 10 bridges 
to be replaced and CCID began to 
raise the canal banks in anticipation 
of a new bridge. The current design 
utilizes a box culvert and will 
completely restore the capacity of 
the District’s Outside Canal.

“The bridge has become a 
bottleneck in the District’s ability to 
deliver water,” emphasized Martin. 
“Restoring the canal’s capacity is 
pivotal for the District to provide 
deliveries to our growers.”
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50 Years Ago – Fall 1969
• Fresno County provided the Board of Directors a proposed county 

ordinance to regulate the use of the District’s canal banks by 
automobiles, dune buggies, motorcycles, mini bikes or other motor 
vehicles. The Board unanimously agreed that such an ordinance would 
assist the District in maintaining the canal banks and suggested that 
the proposed ordinance be forwarded to Merced County for their 
consideration.

25 Years Ago – Fall 1994
• Public scoping sessions were held in August in Santa Nella for the 

strongly contested proposed water transfer by Areias Dairy Farms to 
Metropolitan Water District. CCID and the Exchange Contractors 
offices worked diligently to ensure the District’s water transfer policy be 
followed.

10 Years Ago – Fall 2009
• The Board was informed that the Mendota Dam had subsided 8 feet in elevation from 1920 to 1972. Operational challenges included 

difficulty checking-up water to make deliveries from Mendota Dam, problems with the lining of the Delta Mendota Canal and the 
loss of capacity at the Russell Avenue bridge south of Dos Palos. It was reported that soil compaction was increasing due to reduced 
Bureau water deliveries into the area.

A look back...


