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Water Conservation
Program Deadline

T

he deadline for funding
requests for CCID’s 2011
On-Farm Water Conservation
Program is Aug. 12. The Water
Conservation Program provides
cost-share grants of 50 percent of
project costs for concrete lining
or pipelining and
25-percent cost-share
grants for irrigation
enhancements,
up to $400 per acre
benefited. Low-interest
loans are also
available for up to
$1,000 per acre
of the farmer’s
remaining portion
of the cost.
Growers must submit a project
design and cost estimate prior to
the deadline to be considered for
preliminary approval. Applications
will be processed and reviewed
collectively in time for October
construction. Funding levels may
be prorated based on the number of
applications received.
Details on program guidelines
can be found at the CCID website at
www.ccidwater.org. Or contact CCID
Conservation Coordinator Tracey
Rosin at (209) 826-1421.

Concerns About Progress of
San Joaquin Restoration Program
■D
 istrict studies current flood flows to predict future
impacts from fish restoration releases.
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ith significant flood flows program is scheduled to release flows
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CCID Celebrates Water Awareness Month in May
■D
 istrict supports local youth through
scholarships and coloring contest.

C

CID awarded nearly $5,300 in
scholarships to promising local
high school seniors within the
District’s service area as part of this
year’s Water Awareness Month celebration in May. And once again, the walls
in the Los Banos office lobby were
adorned with some of the 5,500 entrants in the annual coloring contest.
This year’s scholarship winners
were: Nick Gilardi and Savannah
Singh of Los Banos High School;
Brooke Corgiat of Orestimba High
School; and Scott Skinner and
Donald G. Frey of Dos Palos High
School.
The CCID Water Awareness
Scholarship Program started with
a single $500 award in 1993. That
number has grown with support
from dozens of CCID landowners,
consumers and affiliated groups
or individuals who annually
make donations to the fund. This

year’s $5,275 in
scholarships brings
the total amount
awarded over the
last 18 years to more
than $50,000.
To qualify for
the scholarship,
seniors must either
attend high school
in one of five school
districts within
the CCID or Exchange Contractors
service area, or attend any school
as long as the student’s parents or
grandparents farm or own land within
CCID.
Winning entries were selected
by a committee appointed by the
CCID Board based on their academic
excellence, extra-curricular activities
and community service, and a 300word essay describing CCID and
the importance of water to the local

Coloring Contest Emphasizes Water Safety
for Area Children

C

CID’s annual Water Awareness Month coloring contest drew enthusiastic participation from 20 elementary schools within the CCID service
area with more than 5,500 students participating.
The annual contest is open to kindergarten through 3rd grade students
from Mendota to Crows Landing. CCID provided students pages from CCID’s
“Muskrat Wally & Friends” canal safety coloring book, which emphasizes water
transportation and safety around canals
and other waterways. Winning entries,
selected by CCID staff, decorated the
lobby of the District office throughout
Water Awareness Month in May.
Mia Nolasco, a second - grader in Mrs.
Borchard’s class at Lorena Falasco
Elementary School, in Los Banos shows
off her second - place award in the
annual CCID-sponsored water safety
coloring contest.
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Los Banos
High School
Seniors Nick
Gilardi, left,
and Savannah
Singh
were each
presented
CCID Water
Awareness
Scholarships
by CCID’s
Chris White
during the
high school’s
senior awards
night in May.

area. Applicants must have a 3.0
grade point average and plan on
attending any accredited college or
university, community college, trade
or vocational school.

Water Safety Coloring Contest
Winners

Kindergarten
First Place: Kelani Stafford,
Gustine Elem., Gustine
Second Place: Benito Heredia
Romero, Miano Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: Jimin Park, Volta
Elem., Los Banos
1st Grade
First Place: Graciela Flores, Dos
Palos Elem, Dos Palos
Second Place: Jennifer Lainez,
Washington Elem., Mendota
Third Place: Jayden Vargas, Bonita
Elem., Crows Landing
2nd Grade
First Place: Miranda Garcia, Los
Banos Elem., Los Banos
Second Place: Mia Nolasco, Lorena
Falasco Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: James Wilkinson,
Volta Elem., Los Banos
Third Grade
First Place: Mario Nieto, Gustine
Elem., Gustine
Second Place: Joana Soliz Torres,
Henry Miller Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: Gilberto Caballero,
McCabe Elem., Mendota
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CCID
Water Awareness
Scholarship
2011 Winners
Nick Gilardi, Los Banos High
School, $1,350

Nick Gilardi graduates from Los Banos High
School with a 3.88 GPA, ranked in the top10 percent of his class. He plans to study ag
business at California State University, Fresno
in the fall. Nick has been active in FFA
and was a member of the Los Banos High
School football, basketball and baseball teams. He has received numerous awards
throughout his high school career for academics and FFA activities and has been
active in community service.

Savannah Singh, Los Banos High School, $1,025

Savannah Singh graduates from Los Banos High School with a 4.18 GPA,
ranked 9th in her graduating class. She plans to study anthropology at
California State University, Fresno in the fall and go on to pursue a Master’s
Degree in preparation for a career as an archaeologist. Savannah has been active
in music and a member of the Los Banos High School band and drumline.
Her awards include Miss May Day 2010, Academic Award and Los Banos Tiger
Sharks Coach’s Award.

Brooke Corgiat, Orestimba High School, $1025

Brooke Corgiat maintains a 4.265 GPA at Orestimba, earning straight A’s in
her four years of attendance. Brooke plans to attend CSU Stanislaus in the fall
and study biomedical engineering. She has been active in student government
and sports throughout her high school career. She is a four-year recipient of the
Superintendent’s Honor Roll and was named OHS Student of the Semester
in 2010.

Scott Skinner, Dos Palos High School, $1025

Scott Skinner graduates from Dos Palos High School with a 3.04 GPA. Scott
plans to continue on to CSU Fresno or Oregon State University to study crop
production or agricultural business. He is active at the local and state level with
FFA and in school athletics as a member of the swim, football and golf teams
and rodeo club.

Donald G. Frey, Dos Palos High School, $850

Donald Frey graduates 25th in his class from Dos Palos High School with a GPA
of 3.80. He plans to attend Santa Rosa Junior College in the fall and go on to
pursue a career as an agricultural engineer. Donald has been highly active in
the local FFA chapter throughout his high school career. He has been on the
student honor roll for four years and was invited to be a Student Ambassador for
People to People International for two years.
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Thank Y ou

Scholarship Donors
■ CCID recognizes the

following groups and
individuals for their
support of the 2011 Water
Awareness Scholarship
Program

Individual Members of CCID Board
of Directors
A-Bar Ag Enterprises, Los Banos
Kenneth A. Amaral, Crows Landing
Robert and Barbara Bayler, San Jose
Bob Brandi Honey and Farming,
Los Banos
Craven Farming Co., Crows Landing
Del Mar Packing/Jon Maring, Westley
Herbert D. and Susan Dompe,
Crows Landing
Darrell Fonseca, Dos Palos
Halseth Properties/Maryann Halseth,
Patterson
Joe Lagrutta Trucking Inc., Los Banos
Joe E. and Rosalene M. Lopes, Gustine
Jeff Mancebo Farms, Dos Palos
James and Petey McCune Family Trust,
Corona
Antone Jr. and Elizabeth Mello, Gustine
Dorothy Menezes, Los Banos
Paul Ryan Minasian, Oroville
Moonshine Dairy, Newman
Nickel Family LLC, Bakersfield
O’Banion for Supervisor Committee,
Dos Palos
John G. & Donna M. Relvas, Gustine
Gregg & Juli Rice, Los Banos
Edward J. and Dellayne Rocha, Newman
Kenneth D. Schmidt & Assoc., Fresno
Joe A. Silva Farms Inc., Gustine
Joe A. Silva, Gustine
Bernice E. Sorg, Dos Palos
Summers Engineering Inc., Hanford
T&D Enterprises, Los Banos
Teixeira & Sons, Dos Palos
Vaz Family Ranches, Newman
Jim Vincent Farming, Dos Palos
Christopher and Joann White, Los Banos
Ann E. Wieser, Pacific Grove
Richard & Adelaide Young, Los Banos
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Conserving Water, Time and Labor
■ CCID Water Conservation Program helps almond farmer get off to a successful start.

Dennis and K aren Borrelli have
installed the first of two 23-acre
blocks of micro - irrigated almonds
in their first full- fledged farming
operation on the Gustine property
where they live.

Water Resources, Borrelli also owns
a dust suppression business, Dust
Control by Dennis, spraying roads and
orchard perimeters for nearby growers
during the summer months.
The Borrelli family has farmed in
the Gustine area for two generations.
Dennis and Karen purchased the 45
acres adjacent to the home ranch
where they live from Dennis’ father
about three years ago. Dennis’ brother
had farmed alfalfa and beans on
the two 23-acre fields under flood
irrigation.
They set to work extending a
pipeline from the Outside Canal
upstream of Cottonwood Weir 800
feet to a newly installed 20-hp electric
turbine pump station on the property
in advance of planting the first 23-

acre block of almonds last winter.
The Borrellis plan to put in another
23-acres of almonds on a second
micro-irrigated block on the property
next year.
Both orchards will be served from
a two-filter sand media filtration
station. Dennis Borrelli says cost-share
opportunities through CCID made
installation of the $45,000 system
possible.
“We had no question that if we
were going to do this we were going to
do low-volume irrigation. The CCID
program made it easier for me to make
the decision to do this project. If we
didn’t have access to the program I am
not sure we would have been able to
do it,” he said.
Not only will the micro-irrigation

W

ith the help of CCID’s
Water Conservation Program, Dennis and Karen
Borrelli have turned a 23-acre row
crop field farmed under gravity-fed
flood irrigation into a fully automated
microsprinkler block of newly planted
almonds.
It is the Borrelli’s first full-fledged
farming operation on the property
where they have raised three boys over
the last 22 years. When they were
contemplating what to plant, Dennis
said he knew he needed a crop and a
farming system that the couple could
operate themselves while meeting
their other obligations. In addition
to working full-time as a Water
Technician II with the Department of
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The two -filter sand media filtration station and 20-hp electric pump will service both
23-acre blocks once they have been planted.
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property and push a button to turn it
off,” Dennis said.
The Borrellis received a cost-share
grant to cover $400 per acre and a
low-interest loan to help cover the
remaining portion of the cost. In
addition, Dennis said they received
technical advice and guidance on
the selection and installation of the
project from CCID staff.
“We found the process working
with CCID to be very easy and

A single
micro -jets is
placed at the
base of each
tree until
the trees’
root system
develops
and then
the emitter
will be
moved down
the berm
between the
trees.

Concerns About Progress
Dennis Borrelli
needed an
irrigation and
farming system
that would give
him flexibility
and control.

reduce the labor required to irrigate,
it will also improve yields and save
an estimated 11.5 acre-feet per year
compared to conventional flood
irrigation.
“With this system we have more
control, it requires less labor and
we are able to do all the irrigating
ourselves because there are no gates to
open or switch out,” said Karen. “And
we want to conserve water as well,
because it’s the right thing to do.”
A gravel strata on the property
can create a sump for applied water,
so having the precise application of
micros will prevent irrigation water
from leaching down below the root
zone where it will not be used by the
trees. The system also eliminates the
need for a tailwater return system.
“I needed a system where I could
start the pump before I go to work
and if there is a problem Karen could
just walk down to the pump on the
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CCID and the Resource
Management Coalition are
becoming increasingly concerned
about the progress of the San
Joaquin River Restoration Program
as deadlines approach for full
restoration flows and the release of
endangered salmon into the river.
The original legislation was adopted
with the understanding that
millions of federal dollars would be
needed to construct projects to aid
the survival of released salmon and
protect neighboring farmlands.
The original NRDC settlement
agreement envisioned significant
construction on river improvements
to be implemented and completed
by the end of 2013 when full
restoration flows are slated to begin.
Pay-As-You-Go requirements in
Congress and increased pressure
on federal spending are creating
doubts about whether physical
improvements noted in the
agreement can be completed.
“They are behind schedule
already and the prospects of
catching up to that schedule for
physical improvements to the river
are very dim due to snags in federal
funding,” White said.
While federal funding is up in
the air, the State of California’s
timeline for introducing spring run
salmon into the river appears to
C C I D OB SERV ER

effective and well worth the little
effort we had to put into meeting the
requirements,” Dennis said.
Karen added that they also leaned
heavily on the expertise of willing
friends and neighbors.
“It’s been really important to have
friends and neighbors we know who
have offered their advice because it’s a
new venture so that has really helped
us out,” Karen said.

Continued from page 1
remain on track, he added.
Among the projects in the
first phase of improvements
is the estimated $300 million
construction of a bypass around
Mendota Pool to keep juvenile
salmon out of potential diversions
and protect them from predation or
injury.
In the meantime, CCID
was reviewing the Bureau of
Reclamation’s recently released
programmatic document, which
provides the blueprint for how the
entire restoration program—fish,
flows and physical improvements—
fit together. The 8,000-page
document was released in April
after more than two years, with a
public comment period to close July
21. White and other third party
interests attended a public hearing
on the document May 24-26.
“We have this environmental
programmatic document coming
out which envisions a restoration
program for the river as if there are
unlimited funds,” White said. “Over
the next couple of months we will
be studying flood flows and looking
at this newly released document,
then meeting with the Bureau and
settling parties in an attempt to
bring some reality to the program’s
timelines commensurate with
program funding that is available.”
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A look back...
50 Years Ago – Spring 1961

The State Reclamation Board approved a proposed
Chowchilla Bypass, as had been recommended by the
District, to re-route San Joaquin River flood flows around
Mendota Pool. Also that year, the District signed an
agreement with William J. Stockton to dewater Mr.
Stockton’s gravel pit by pumping water into the adjacent
Outside Canal, south of Los Banos.

25 Years Ago – Spring 1986

In conjunction with the Los Banos Recreation Department,
District personnel participated in a water safety program,
reaching approximately 650 elementary school children in Los
Banos. A local artist was commissioned to create a water safety
coloring book with a specific focus on CCID’s canals, for distribution throughout the District’s service
area, starting in 1987.

10 Years Ago – Spring 2001

With the goal of informing the District’s landowners and consumers of the ever-increasing challenges
in the water world, the District decided to host public dinner meetings. The new approach was highly
successful, with a total of 400 guests attending one of the three meetings, which were held in Gustine,
Los Banos and Firebaugh in late March.
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