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Water Conservation
Program Deadline

T

he deadline for funding
requests for CCID’s 2010
On-Farm Water Conservation
Program is Aug. 13. The On-Farm
Water Conservation Program provides
cost-share grants to cover 50 percent
of project construction for concrete
lining or pipelining and 25-percent cost-share
grants for irrigation
enhancements,
up to $400 per
acre. Low-interest
loans are also available to cover up
to $1,000 per acre benefited of the
farmer’s remaining portion after costshare grants.
Growers must submit a project
design and cost estimate prior to
the deadline to be considered for
preliminary approval. Applications
will be processed and reviewed
collectively in time for October
construction. Funding levels may
be prorated based on the number of
applications received.
Details on program guidelines
can be found at the CCID website at
www.ccidwater.org, or contact CCID
Conservation Coordinator Tracey
Rosin at (209) 826-1421.
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Water Awareness Month

Water Supply Outlook Improves
■W
 et late spring and recent court decisions are the
basis for improvement.
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Conservation Spotlight:
MTD Farms

CCID Honors Promising Students During Water Awareness Month
■S
 cholarships and coloring contest highlight CCID activities during Water Awareness Month in May.
CCID’s Gregg Rice

L

ocal youth were again at the center of Water Awareness Month
activities in May at the Central
California Irrigation District office.
The CCID office lobby in Los Banos
was decorated with several of the 7,500
entrants in the annual coloring contest
and five promising local high school
seniors were awarded a total of $4,800
in scholarships to pursue their postsecondary education goals.
This year’s scholarship winners were:
Samantha Sechrist, Robert Huff and
Mallory Howard of Los Banos High

recognizes scholarship
winners from Los
Banos High School
during a recent
awards ceremony for
graduating seniors.
Scholarship winners
from left are Robert
Huff, Mallory Howard
and Samantha Sechrist.

School; Derrik Hunger of Dos Palos
High School; and Carlee Felber of
Orestimba High School.
The CCID Water Awareness Scholarship Program started with a single
$500 award in 1993. With support from
dozens of CCID landowners, consumers and affiliated groups or individuals
who annually make donations to the
fund, that number has grown substantially. This year’s $4,800 in scholarships
brings the total amount awarded over
the last 17 years to nearly $45,000.
To qualify for a scholarship, seniors

Coloring Contest Draws Participation from Area Children

C

CID’s annual Water Awareness Month
coloring contest drew record participation this year in what has become
a community tradition for area elementary
schools in the CCID service area. More than
7,500 elementary school students participated
thanks to strong support from area teachers.
The annual contest is open to kindergarten
through 3rd-grade students from Mendota to
Crows Landing. CCID works with more than 20
area elementary schools to provide students with
pages from CCID’s “Muskrat Wally & Friends”
Vanessa Rodriguez, a third canal safety coloring book, which emphasizes
grader in Mrs. Cerros’ class
at McCabe Elementary School
water transportation and safety around canals
in Mendota, shows off her
and other waterways. Winning entries, selected
first place award for the
by CCID staff, decorated the lobby of the District annual CCID-sponsored water
safety coloring contest.
office throughout Water Awareness Month in
May.
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must either attend high school in one
of five school districts within the CCID
or Exchange Contractors service area,
or attend any school as long as the
student’s parents or grandparents farm
or own land within CCID.
Winning entries were selected by
a committee appointed by the CCID
Board based on their academic excellence, extra-curricular activities and
community service, and a 300-word
essay describing CCID and the importance of water to the local area. Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 grade
point average and plan on attending
any accredited college or university,
community college, trade or vocational
school.

This year’s coloring contest
winners are…

Kindergarten
First Place: Salvador Ortiz Delgado,
Miano Elem., Los Banos
Second Place: Jocelynn Esquivez,
Bonita Elem., Crows Landing
Third Place: Diana Quintero,
Lorena Falasco Elem., Los Banos
1st Grade
First Place: Paula Campos, Oro
Loma Elem., Firebaugh
Second Place: Gabriel Castellanos,
Von Renner Elem., Newman
Third Place: Elle Gedney, Our Lady
of Miracles, Gustine
2nd Grade
First Place: Yulisa Araiza, Gustine
Elem., Gustine
Second Place: Heber Portillo,
Washington Elem., Mendota
Third Place: Janae Avila, Dos Palos
Elem, Dos Palos
Third Grade
First Place: Vanessa Rodriguez,
McCabe Elem., Mendota
Second Place: Michal Young, Bonita
Elem., Crows Landing
Third Place: Guillermo Ruiz, Los
Banos Elem., Los Banos
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CCID Water
Awareness
Scholarship
Winners 2010

Thank Y ou

Samantha Sechrist,
Los Banos High School, $1,500

Individual Members of CCID
Board of Directors
A-Bar Ag Enterprises, Los Banos
Robert Bayler, San Jose
Elsie Beffa, Newman
Coburn Ranch, Dos Palos
Albert A. Coderniz Farms, Dos Palos
Craven Farming Co., Crows Landing
DesJardins Ranch, Dos Palos
Fausset Ranch, Los Banos
John V. & Evelyn M. Galante, Gustine
Gonsalves Farms, Crows Landing
Joe Lagrutta Trucking Inc., Los Banos
Joe E. Lopes, Gustine
John Mancebo Farms, Dos Palos
Manuel & Linda Marques, Los Banos
James & Petey McCune, Corona
Dorothy Menezes, Los Banos
Nickel Family LLC, Bakersfield
Nunes Bros. Inc., Los Banos
O’Banion for Supervisor Committee,
Dos Palos
John & Donna Relvas, Gustine
Gregg & Juli Rice, Los Banos
Edward & Dellayne Rocha, Newman
David Santos Farming, Los Banos
Kenneth D. Schmidt & Assoc., Fresno
Joe A. Silva Farms Inc., Gustine
Joe A. Silva, Gustine
Slone Ranch, LLC, Menlo Park
Hazel V. Sorg, Dos Palos
Bernice E. Sorg, Dos Palos
Spain-Air Inc., Dos Palos
T&D Enterprises, Los Banos
Taglio Ranches, Gustine
Teixeira & Sons, Dos Palos
Vaz Family Ranches, Newman
Jim Vincent Farming, Dos Palos
Von Allman Farms, Firebaugh
West Valley Aviation, Five Points
Ann E. Wieser, Pacific Grove
Richard & Addie Young, Los Banos

Samantha Sechrist graduates from Los Banos High School with a 4.19 GPA, ranked
12th in her class. She plans to study biology
at UC Davis or UCLA in the fall. Samantha was active in band, scholarship and leadership programs and received
academic block awards throughout her high school career.

Robert Huff, Los Banos High School, $900
Robert Huff graduates from Los Banos High School with a 4.2 weighted GPA
and plans to attend San Diego State University in the fall to study to become
a nurse/nurse anesthetist. Robert was active in Future Farmers of America and
a member of the Los Banos Tigers golf team and captain of the school’s trap
team.

Mallory Howard, Los Banos High School, $900
Mallory Howard will attend Merced Junior College after graduating in June
from Los Banos High and plans to go on to become a doctor of osteopathic
medicine. A regular contributor to the Los Banos Enterprise “Ask Us” column,
Mallory was also a member of the National Honor Society and was involved in
water polo and swimming at Los Banos High. She graduated 4th in her class
with a weighted GPA of 4.28.

Carlee Felber, Orestimba High School, $900
Carlee Felber graduates with a 4.22 GPA from Orestimba High School and
plans to attend Trine University in Indiana in the fall to pursue being a high
school math teacher and volleyball coach. A standout member of the Orestimba High volleyball team for four years, Carlee was team captain and MVP and
named academic all-league in 10th through 12th grades. She was also active in
student council, California Scholarship Federation and other sports.

Derrik Hunger, Dos Palos High School, $600
Derrik Hunger grew up on a dairy farm in Dos Palos and graduates in the top10 of his class from Dos Palos High School with a 4.13 GPA. He was active in
FFA and 4-H, and was captain of the Dos Palos High School track team for
three years. Derrik was also involved in a number of clubs on-campus, including
the Ski and Board Club and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. Derrik plans to
attend UC Merced to study biological sciences.
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Scholarship Donors
■ Thanks to the Following
Supporters of the
2010 Water Awareness
Scholarship Program
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Drip on Canning Tomatoes Reduces
Costs and Inputs
■W
 ater Conservation Program helps MTD

Farms invest in a water-saving permanent
drip system on processing tomatoes.

T

odd Diedrich likes to stay busy.
The Firebaugh grower, whose
family has farmed crops including cotton, tomatoes, beans, and
almonds in California for five generations, spends his time away from the
farm running a custom tillage and
harvest operation and leading guided
bear hunts during the off-season.
So in recent years, as uncertainty
surrounding the delivery of surface
water for federal Westside districts
made farming the family’s 1,500 acres
nearly impossible, he knew he needed
an alternative to fallowing the land
and sitting idle.
“I want to farm,” he said.
Diedrich’s MTD Farms sold a 640acre block of processing tomatoes in
the Westlands Water District and purchased a 440-acre parcel within CCID
near Dos Palos, which he planted to
processing tomatoes under a state-ofthe-art drip system.

He said
the heavy
soils in the
Dos Palos
area would
make farming canning
tomatoes almost impossible without
drip.
“Once you put water to it, the
ground here is so heavy , that the
water would sub up in the bed and
drown out the tomato’s roots,” he said.
“And with the cost and water savings I
don’t think you can afford not to grow
tomatoes under drip any more.”
Improved varieties, fertilizer formulations and newer technologies have
allowed processing tomato growers
to overcome the obstacles they once
faced with drip. Spoon-feeding soluble
nutrients through the drip line has re-

Workers
fix a leak
on a buried
drip line
at MTD
Farms in
Dos Palos.
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Tomato
grower
Todd
Diedrich
said
growing
tomatoes
in the Dos
Palos area
of CCID
would be
difficult,
if not
impossible,
without drip
irrigation.

duced his applied nitrogen each season
from about 250 units of N per acre to
less than 150 units of N.
“We take petioles throughout the
season and apply our fertilizers prescriptively only when we need to,”
Diedrich said.
Drip provides additional labor and
equipment cost savings compared
to traditional side dress applications
and with fewer weeds germinating,
Diedrich gets by with a scaled down
vegetation management program.
A single line of 15-mil drip tape
is buried 12 inches below the surface
between a double line of tomato transplants across a 72-inch bed.
With subsurface irrigation, Diedrich
can run cultural operations in the field
while irrigating the crop. He gets by
with fewer passes—saving on labor,
fuel and equipment—by using minimum tillage to consolidate cultivating
operations. A Wilcox Performer
minimum-till implement consolidates
cultivation, Treflan applications,
mulching and bed shaping all into a
single pass.
Diedrich expects to save 2 acre-feet
of water per acre annually irrigating
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Precise
application
of water
through drip
lines virtually
eliminates
runoff,
except for a
few hundred
gallons need
to flush sand
media filters
to keep them
free of debris
and sediment.

tomatoes under drip compared to traditional furrow irrigation, and he said
the system should pay for itself within
four to five years through increased
yields and cost savings in fertilizer and
labor.
CCID’s Water Conservation
Program provided a cost-share grant
to cover 25-percent of the $366,000
installation cost for mainlines, manifolds, valves and filtration stations. An
additional low-interest loan helped
cover MTD Farms’ remaining portion
of the installation.
“If not for the CCID financial
incentives it would have been tough
to make it happen, particularly after
taking a loss on the installation in
Westlands,” Diedrich said.
Two years ago MTD Farms had
invested more than $1,200 per acre in
drip irrigation on its Westside tomato

field in an
effort to grow
a crop under
rationed
deliveries
and supplemental water.
Diedrich
was forced
to sell that
system with
the property before realizing a return on that
investment.
He said growing in CCID affords
him a more secure future in farming
that allows him to invest in watersaving technologies like drip.
The 400-acre Dos Palos farm is
divided into four separate 100-acre
fields. Two fully automated sand media
filtration stations each handle two
100-acre blocks.
“Maintenance is key to success
with these systems,” Diedrich said.
An automated system chlorinates drip
lines and emitters to keep them free
of algae, and flushes the system every
few hours of operation to keep sand
media filters clean. Crews in fall run
acid through the lines to clean out
carbonates and scour the fields looking
for leaks.
With virtually every drop of applied
Automated
monitoring
stations
give
Diedrich
real-time
information
about soil
moisture,
climate and
crop water
use to help
him more
effectively
and
efficiently
schedule
drip
irrigation
sets.
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water going toward producing the
tomato crop, there is no water running
off the end of the field, an important
additional benefit in light of looming
restrictions on off-site drainage.
A high-tech monitoring system has
also taken much of the guesswork out
of Diedrich’s irrigation and fertilization
scheduling. The monitoring stations
measure soil moisture throughout
the soil profile along with above- and
below-canopy climate conditions.
Reports accessed remotely from his
office computer or hand-held smart
phone help Diedrich monitor trends
and schedule irrigations based on soil
capacity, moisture status, plant use
and climate conditions.
“This technology helps us use our
water more efficiently and also makes
life easier,” he said.

Outlook Improves
Continued from page 1

Wanger requiring federal agencies
to consider economic and human
impacts in its recovery plan for
Delta Smelt created some hope for
allocation increases. The ruling in
late May mirrored a similar ruling
earlier this year on the biological
opinion for endangered salmon
species.
“Everyone is watching the
Wanger decision closely. The net
result could be that if restrictions
are lifted for a significant period of
time, this next spring San Luis Reservoir has a good chance of filling
for the first time in several years,”
White said.
“This is a temporary restraining
order, the long-term decisions are
yet to come, but it’s a positive step
in the right direction toward bringing some reality to the water supply
situation in California.”
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A look back...
50 Years Ago – Spring/Summer 1960
Director J.P. “Jack” Bunker from Gustine was appointed by
Governor Edmund G. “Pat” Brown to a second four-year
term on the California Water Commission.

25 Years Ago – Spring/Summer 1985
Congressman George Miller (D-CA) conducted a
hearing of the House Subcommittee on Water and
Power at the fairgrounds in Los Banos, at which the
Bureau of Reclamation announced that it was closing
Kesterson National Wildlife Refuge and shutting off flows
from the Master Drain.

10 Years Ago – Spring/Summer 2000
The CCID Board was informed that, after 12 years of legal
battles, the Friant Water Users had decided to reach a
settlement with the Natural Resources Defense Council rather than to continue to appeal
unfavorable rulings in the NRDC v. Friant Water Users litigation. Friant subsequently
entered into negotiations for what ultimately became the San Joaquin River Restoration
Plan.
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