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CCID Seeks Div. 2
Candidates for Board of
‘Dlrectors

entral California Irrigation
District is seeking Board of
Director candidates to replace
long—ume board member Ann Wieser,
who stepped down on Dec. 31, 2009
from the five-person CCID Board
of Directors after nearly 20 years of
service. :
Under state law, the remaining
Board members have 60 days from

the time of her departure to name a
replacement, who will then serve until
the next general District election in
Nov. 2011. Those interested in serv-
ing as the Division 2 Director should
provide written notice to District
Secretary Gregg Rice at the CCID
office no later than Jan. 18. The Board
expects to make an appointment at its
next regular meeting on Jan. 20.

- To be eligible, the candidate must
be a registered voter and own property
and live in Division 2, which covers =
the area between Gustine and Santa -
Nella in Merced County. Division 2 is
bordered on the south by Henry Miller
Road in Santa Nella and on the north
by Netherton Road and Preston Road
between Gustine and Newman. For
details on exact borders, consult the

‘Continued on page 3
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t shouldn’t seem -
-l necessary to ask the
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CCID Seeks SJR Restoration Flow

Safeguards

l DISTRICT WILL
CONTINUE TO
INSIST THAT
PROTECTIONS
PROVIDED IN THE
AUTHORIZING
LEGISLATION ARE
IMPLEMENTED.

San Joaquin River
Restoration Program to
implement the actions
spelled out in the SJR
Restoration Act. After
all, these actions were written into
the Act by Senator Dianne Feinstein
to protect the so-called “Third-Party
Landowners” and water districts lo-
cated along the River downstream of
Friant Dam.

When the initial San Joaquin River
Restoration Settlement Agreement
was approved in federal court in
October 2006, CCID and the San

Joaquin River Resource Management

. Coalition worked with Senator

Feinstein and local Congressmen to
gain protections for the downstream
interests. After more than two years
of negotiations and re-negotiations,
the Restoration Act was finally signed
into law in March 2009.

However, CCID General Manager

CCID WILL WAIT TO ENSURE PROMISED SAFEGUARDS ARE IN
PLACE BEFORE ADVANCING RESTORATION FLOWS BEYOND THE
MENDOTA POOL.

Chris White said the two-year delay
in passing the legislation from the
time it was drafted has created a
situation where interim flows have
already been released despite the fact
that the program has been unable
to fulfill its mandated obligations to
protect Third-Party interests. The
delay has created a major timeline
bind for the agencies charged with
implementing the new law.
“Therefore, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation is trying to squeeze three

" years of preparation work into a

six-month time period, “ White said.
“Despite the delay, the Program is
planning to make releases on a pre-
established schedule, whether or not
these issues have been fully resolved.”

Continued on page 3
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CONSERVATIONSPOTLIGHT

Strong Interest i in CCID Conservation Program

B DISTRICT FOR THE FIRST TIME

PRORATES CONSERVATION LOAN

AMOUNTS TO SATISFY FUNDING
REQUESTS FOR ALL QUALIFIED
PROJECTS.

he CCID Water Conservation
Program in 2009 marked its
10th year providing cost-share
grants to implement on-farm water
_ conservation projects within the Cen-
tral California Irrigation District, and
grower interest and participation in the
program continues to grow.
“The District last year approved 49
- applications for financial assistance
~ to implement
water conserva-
tion projects
including com- -
munity ditch
improvements;
concrete lining
and piping of
earthen ditches;
micro-irrigation
system installa-
tions; tailwater
return systems;
and dairy water
management projects. These projects
are expected to produce an estimated
annual water savings of more than
2,100 acre-feet by District consumers.
 CCID’s On-Farm Water Conserva-
tion Program provides matching grant
funds to cover 25 percent of the cost of
installing irrigation enhancements up
to $400 per acre benefited. Cost-shares
of 50 percent, up to $400 per acre, are
A NUMBER OF
NEW PROCESSING
TOMATO FIELDS IN
CCID ARE BEING _ |
PUT UNDER DRIP
WITH HELP FROM .
CCID’s WATER '

CONSERVATION
PROGRAM.

: Page Two

'SIGNIFICANT WATER SAVINGS HAVE
BEEN ACHIEVED IN THE DISTRICT OVER
THE LAST 20 YEARS BY PIPELINING AND
LINING EARTHEN DITCHES. THESE DITCH
IMPROVEMENTS ELIMINATE WATER LOSS
TO LEACHING AND EVAPORATION.

“available for concrete lining or pipe-

lining of earthen ditches. Additional

~ low-interest loans are available to help

cover the growers’ remaining port1or1 of

. the cost.

CCID Conservation Coordinator
Tracey Rosin said interest by CCID
growers in installing on-farm conserva-
tion projects last year was, very strong,
despite a difficult economic environ-

* ment for'making capital improvements.

- “We saw incredible interest in the
Water Conservation Program in 2009,
which really reflects a strong commit-
ment by CCID growers to water conser-

vation, ” Rosin said.

“These investments

-still require a significant
investment from growers,”
she added. “The grant arid
loan funding assists our
growers in accomplishing
that commitment.”

The CCID Water
Conservation Program
was created in 1990 with
funding generated by the
District’s tiered water pric-
ing schedule to provide

low-interest loans to help finance water

conservation improvements.

In 1999, the program was expanded
to include cost-share grants. To date,
more than 420 projects have been
installed in the District with the help
of CCID Water Conservation Program
funds, accounting for significant water
savings every year. This water savings
helps the District maintain affordable
water pricing and availabil-
ity for all its landowners.

Drip irrigation instal-
lations account for about
-~ half of the 49 conservation
projects last year. Most of
those installations were in
processing tomato fields, as

CCIDOBSERVER

CCID' 10
YEARS AGO
EXPANDED ITS
CONSERVATION
PROGRAM TO
INCLUDE COST
SHARE GRANTS
FOR TAILWATER
RETURN.
SYSTEMS AND
OTHER ON-FARM
CONSERVATION
PROJECTS.

limited water deliveries to traditional
tomato regions on the Westside are
driving an influx of processing tomato
acreage onto CCID ground to satisfy
cannery contracts. Most of that acreage
is newly converted from other an-
nual and rotation crops such as alfalfa,
cotton, wheat and melons. Three drip
systems are also proposed for installa-
tion in the District on corn planted to
raised beds. ‘

Drip is becoming increasingly popu-
lar in processing tomatoes as a means
to not only save water, but also improve
yields and reduce labor and input costs.
Drip also helps eliminate runoff and
improves field access after irrigation.
The typical drip irrigation system costs
about $1,800 to $2,200 per acre to in-
stall for mainlines, submains and pump
and filtration stations. Conservation
Program cost-share funds help cover the
costs of permanent infrastructure but
not the additional cost of drip tape.

_ Despite an increase in overall fund-
ing this year, the District for the first

~ time was forced to prorate loan amounts

in order to satisfy growing demand and
meet the needs of all applicants.
“Rather than turn away eligible
projects due to the overwhelming de- *
mand for these conservation funds, the
District instead will be prorating loans

- equally among all approved projects,”
~ Rosin said.

Issue Four, 2009



$1,400,000 .

Continued from page 1

CCID web site at www.ccidwater.org
under the “About Us” tab.

Wieser is the daughter of Jack P.
Bunker, one of the original found-

ers of Central California Irrigation

District. She is a retired school-
teacher and farmer with J.P. Bunker
Ranches in Gustine. .

“Ann has represented her
Division, and all of the District’s
landowners and consumers faith-
fully and tirelessly and her con-
tributions to the District will be

greatly missed,” said CCID General \

Manager Chris White.
For more information about
“the Division 2 vacancy, contact
White at the CCID office at
(209) 826-1421. -

Issue Four, 2009

Among the issues that he said must
be resolved before restoration flows
resume in February 2010: '

Facilities agreements for Men-
dota Dam, Sack Dam and the

‘existing flow channels under the con-

trol of the Lower San Joaquin Levee
District must be finalized. Agreements
are necessary to ensure a coordinated
operations plan to safely operate and
convey interim restoration flows
through the system.-

Seepage monitoring and mitiga-

tion plans to protect property -
owners adjacent to the River must be
fully implemented. This involves in-
stalling numerous monitoring wells to
ensure that groundwater is not forced
into adjacent crop root zones, destroy-

ing the crop.

Accurate stream gauging stations
along the river, but especially

-above and below the Mendota Pool,

must be installed and maintained.
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Operators must have these gauging
stations to know how much water is in
the system in order for the system to

be operated safely and for proper water
accdunting. ) ‘

White said he is hopeful that the

above work will be completed prior to -

re-commencement of restoration flows
in February 2010.

“Until these issues, which are man-
dated in the Settlement Agreement
and Legislation, and the State Water
Resources Control Board permits are
finally implemented, we are not going
to be cooperative in making releases
downstream of Mendota Pool,” White
said.

“This is about protecting CCID
landowners and also about protecting
the District as a whole,” he contin-
ued. “CCID should not be put at risk
because of actions by the Restoration
Program.”
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50 Years Ago — Winter 1959

The Board of Directors expressed concern about supply
shortfalls over the previous summer, even though the

District had purchased $150,000 of extra water

from the Bureau of Reclamation, and had also run -
its 10 deep wells at capacity and also purchased

J private well water. Staff was authorized to drill four
\ .Q more wells, arid to enter into negotiations with

~ the State Department of Water Resources for a

supplemental water supply.

v+ 25 Years Ago — Winter 1984

/" Construction work began on two small hydroelectric
power plants west of Los Banos, with the installation of
a cofferdam in the Delta-Mendota Canal at the Wolfsen
) Bypass, so that the existing 200-c.fs. turnout could be
demolished and replaced with a new 500-c.f:s. turnout in time for the start of the 1985
irrigation season. /

10 Years Ago — Winter 1999 ;

On the afternoon of Sunday, September 27, the District suffered the worst flooding

incident of its history when the right (northeast) bank of the Outside Canal washed out
about two miles south of Los Banos. ' ' ‘
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