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2009 Tiered Water Rate
Schedule

ue to the Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s February announcement
declaring 2009 a critical sup- -

ply year for CCID, the CCID Board of
Directors has approved the following
tiered water rate schedule for April 1-

through October 31, 2009:

Tier1 = Qto2.0af [acre@$6/af
Tiet 2= 2.0to 2.5af [acre @ $30/ af.
Tier 3 = Over 2.5 af. [ acre @ $60 [ af.

There will be no developed water
-available for Class 2 lands.

CCID Annual Meetings
March 24-26

CID will again hold its annual
public meetings to discuss
issues of importance to CCID -

landowners and consumers. All
meetings include a catered dinner and
will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

- FIREBAUGH, Tues., March- 24
Veterans Hall

LOS BANOS, Wed., March 25

Germino Building, Fairgrounds

GUSTINE, Thurs., March 26
Al Goman Center

Please call the CCID Main Office
at (209) 826-1421 by March 17 to

reserve your space.
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TO DRiP IRRIGATION

DoS PALOS GROWER TURNS

WATERSUPPLY

supply Year”
for CCID

W DESIGNATION WILL
REDUCE WATER SUPPLY
TO THE DISTRICT
BY NEARLY A FOOT
DURING THE SUMMER
IRRIGATION SEASON,

he Ug Bureau of -
Reclamation on Feb.
13 declared 2009 a

Critical Year for CCID and
other members of the San,
Joaquin River Exchange
Contractors Water Authority. The
Critical Year designation marks only
the fifth time such a declaration has
been made since the Exchange Con-
tract was signed in-1939, and the first
time in 15 years.

~ As a result of that declaration,

 water supply to CCID during the

summer period from April 1 to
October 31 will be reduced to even
less than last summer’s restricted

supply from the Burcau.

The Bureau made the February
announcement based on forecasted
inflows into Shasta Reservoir far short
of the 3.3 million acre-feet needed
to declare a “normal year” allocation

‘Bureau Declares 2009 “Crltlcal

A SHORTFALL OF INFLOWS INTO SHASTA RESERVOIR
HAS CAUSED THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION TO
DECLARE 2009 A “CRITICAL” YEAR FOR CCID, WHICH
WILL LIMIT WATER DELIVERIES FROM APRIL THROUGH
OCTOBER.

for the Exchange Contractors. As a
result of the Critical Year designation,
the subjstitute water supply available
to the four entities of the Exchange
Contractors will be reduced from
840,000 acre-feet to 650,000 acre- feet -
for the 2009 water year.

“The net result is there will be

nearly a foot less water available to our

customers through the summer,” said
CCID General Manager Chris White.

White said the District will be
working with landowners to satisfy
irrigation needs for their crops, and
encourage consumers o secure
whatever deep wells and other .
resources are available to make it
through a difficult summer.

Continued on page 3
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CONSERVATIONSPOTLIGHT

Dos Palos Grower Turns to Drip
Irrigation to Boost Returns

‘M W.L. GOODMAN & SONS USES CCID WATER CONSERVATION
PROGRAM TO PUT TOMATOES AND COTTON UNDER DRIP;

aul Goodman believes that

dramatic times call for dramatic

measures. That’s why he is con-
verting 400 acres of furrow-irrigated
tomatoes and cotton to drip irrigation
this year with an eye toward more if
this initial project proves successful.
It’s a big investment for Goodman,
who farms 4,300 acres of diversified
row crops—including cotton, alfalfa,

GOODMAN PLANS TO ALSO PLANT ALFALFA
ALONG THE 80-INCH BEDS ON THIS DRIP
IRRIGATED FIELD OF TOMATOES AND

COTTON AS A LAST ROTATION BEFORE THE
HEAVY MIL TAPE IS LIFTED AND GROUND IS
REWORKED. l
melons, barley, wheat, corn and
tomatoes—with his brother Ron at
W.L. Goodman & Sons in Dos Palos.

But he says financial assistance

from CCID’s Water Conservation

Program and the example of Dos Palos
area farmers who have had significant
success with drip under similar crops,
convinced him it was time to take the
plunge.

“We have thought about trying drip
for a long time, but we realize now
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that we are farming in a different time
than we did before,” he said.

“We're very excited about this and
CCID has heen just great to work
with. Their help gives us the incentive
to take that risk and try it instead
of sitting back on the sidelines,”
Goodman added. “That not only helps
us but with the current water situation
if we can use less water and rotate
it around to other CCID growers, it
helps everyone.”

Rising costs for fertilizer, labor
and fuel are also driving Goodman’s
transition to drip. He expects more
precise application of inputs, reduced
labor costs, and fewer passes through
the field will translate
into increased yields
and higher returns
that will more than
return the $1,700 -
per-acre investment.
He hopes to recoup
his investment in
increased yields and
reduced input costs in
about three years.

Goodman will.
receive $400 per
acre in matching
grant assistance from
the CCID program
and will also utilize
CCID’s low-interest
loans to help cover
of the installation SAMPLE READINGS.
cost.

Drip will also help Goodman
schedule his water deliveries further in
advance because he will know a week
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FERTILIZER TANKS CAN BE ATTACHED _
DIRECTLY TO THE FILTRATION SYSTEM
SO LIQUID NUTRIENTS CAN BE
the rem'lining portion AUTOMATICALLY INJECTED THROUGH

- THE DRIP SYSTEM BASED ON PETIOLE

Dos PALOS ROW CROP GROWER PAUL
GOODMAN HOPES THE NEW 400-ACRE DRIP
IRRIGATION [INSTALLATION ON PROCESSING
TOMATOES AND COTTON AT W.L. GOODMAN &
SONS WILL RETURN THE COST OF INVESTMENT
WITHIN THREE YEARS IN INCREASED YIELDS
AND REDUCED INPUT COSTS.

ahead of time when he needs water to
irrigate.

“Water savings is a big factor but its
not the only factor,” he said. “We're
hoping that by putting in drip we
can save on those fertilizer, labor and
fuel costs that we don’t have a lot of
control over.”

Goodman also expects the exact
water applications
with drip to help him
manage tail-water and
climinate potential
drainage issues that
are only going to
get worse in today’s
regulatory climate.

The 400-
acre buried drip
installation is on
three tomato and
cotton fields. Each
field is equipped with
its own sand media
_filtration system.
Fertilizer tanks can be
attached to each filter
station for fertigated
applications of liquid
nutrients, eliminating
the need for side-dress
applications. \

Soil probes and tissue analysis will

help Goodman monitor his water and
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fertilizer needs to more accurately
apply the inputs only as needed.

“We can take petiole samples and
dial in the exact units of fertilizer we
need to be applied automatically. So
we’re not overdoing it and we're not
underdoing it. That's how we control
costs and plants respond better
because you put it right in the root
zone,” he said. 7

A double row of 13-mil tape is
buried on each 80-inch bed for
transplant tomatoes, which can then
be converted to single-line 40-inch
beds for cotton, melons or corn.

“We're even talking about planting
alfalfa on the beds,” he said.

Alfalfa is a primary crop for
Goodman, and irrigating alfalfa under
drip will allow him to irrigate right up
to cutting time to maximize yield.

“You're always rushing to put the
water on and get it cut, so if you have
the alfalfa on drip, you can lengthen
your cutting cycles.and maybe get
more cuttings,” he said.

Goodman plans to rotate row crops
on the beds for several years and then
toward the tail end of the tape life
plant alfalfa on the 80-inch beds. He
will lift the tape after the alfalfa crop
is finished and rework the ground to
start anew.

Heavier mil tape will help
Goodman get maximum life out of the
buried drip line.

“They say we can get eight years
casily on the tape but we've ralked to
some people who are going on their
10th year with it.” '

Depending on his success,
Goodman anticipates converting
additional acreage to drip in the.
future. :

“It’s exciting to do something new.
There is always some worry because
you don't know the variables, but we
have good people around us to help us
so we're' pretty confident it will be a
success,” he said.
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Bureau Declares 2009 “Critical Supply Year” Concinued from page 1

This year is also likely to mark
the first time since 1939 that the

~ Bureau of Reclamation will make a

call on Friant to meet a shortfall in its
deliveries to the Exchange Contractors
from the Delta-Mendota Canal.

The Bureau will review the Critical
Year allocation every month and
decide whether

to change the

will not have water available for
delivery to Class 2 lands.
“There are approximarely 18,000
acres of Class 2 lands that purchase
well water from the District when
it is available, but well water is not
available from the District during a
Critical Year,” he said. “We strongly
' : encourage
~our Class 2

designation customers
should who may
hydrological be looking
conditions to farm
improve that land to
dramatically. have their
Prior to own well or
February water supply
storm events, ; at their
Department  THIS YEAR MAY MARK THE FIRST TIME IN THE HISTORY OF disposal.”
THE EXCHANGE CONTRACT THAT THE BUREAU MAKES
of Water A CALL ON FRIANT TO MEET A SHORTFALL IN DELIVERIES For
Resources TO THE EXCHANGE CONTRACTORS FROM THE DELTA- assistance
had said thar  MENDOTA CANAL. with Class

snowpack in the Northern Sierra
Nevada was less than half of normal,
and reservoirs already were going into
the year with record low storage levels.
Precipitation in February made only a
dent in those conditions. .
 Asa result of the declaration, the

CCID Board of Directors has made

changes to its tiered water rates and
allacation levels for water deliveries

* between April 1 and Oct. 31. Tier

1 water, up to 2.0 acre-feet per acre,
will be priced at $6 per acre-foot. Tier
2 water, from 2.0 to 2.5 acre-feet per
acre, will be priced at $30 per acre-
foot to cover the cost of pumping
water from the District’s 61 wells. Tier
3 water, above 2.5 acre-feet per acre,
will be priced at $60 per acre-foor,
reflecting the cost the District incurs
to buy well water from outside wells.’
Water delivered before April will be
billed at the usual rate of $6 per acre-
foot. White noted that the Critical
Year designation means the District

CCIDOBSERVER

2 lands or other water management
decisions, please contact the District
Office at (209) 826-1421.

In the meantime, White called
on all CCID consumers to continue
working together and with the
District to get the limited water supply
delivered to landowners as smoothly
as possible. -

White expected the District to
again rely-on tools used in the past to
get through a severely limited supply
this summer. Those tools are likely to
include a 48-hour notice for all orders
and 24 hour notice for shutoffs and
cancelations; a waiting list on specific
delivery systems thjs summer; and
the utilization of deep well resources
within the District.

“CCID will call on-landowners to
sell the District warter from private
wells for other consumers as it has
in the past. We're going to need that -
sort of assistance to make it through a
difficult summer,” White said.
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| ﬂ [00& Eac&” 50 Years Ago — Winter 1959

The District renewed its annual contract with Union
- Qil for gasoline at 19 cents per gallon. On a split voté, the
= Board agreed to offer an enhancement to the Health and
" Accident Insurance coverage for the District’s 40 salaried
employees, at a cost of $1.97 per employee per month.

25 Years Ago — Winter 1984
- CCID submitted a formal request to the Bureau of
' Reclamation to enlarge the Wolfsen Bypass from 200
cfs.to 500 c.fs., as part of the plan to construct a
small hydro plant at that location, approximately six
miles west of Los Banos. The Board approved a 30-year
~ lease agreement with McDonald’s Corporation for a small
portion of District property at-the Main Office in Los
Banos, to-be used for a drive-through window.

10 Years Ago— Winter 1999 |
The Board of Directors decided to expand the six-year-old scholatship program by
"requesting donations from District consumers and landowners. Enough money was
received to provide funding for three scholarships, for a total of $1,100. Citing the
increasing importance of water conservation, and the uncertainty and limitations of
Federal grant funding, the Board established a CCID Incentive Grant Program, setting
aside $100,000 of conservation funds for on-farm grants.
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