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Challenges and Opportunities in 2009

E ACTIVITY ON RESTORATION SETTLEMENT ACT AND
WESTSIDE REGIONAL DRAINAGE PLAN EXPECTED EARLY

IN THE NEW YEAR.

ith another tight water

year expected in 2009,

CCID continues to sup-
port landowners’ efforts to optimize
efficiencies within the District while
working to protect their water and
property rights in an increasingly
challenging environment.

Two of the District’s long-time

issues will likely see significant
activity in 2009:

B WESTSIDE REGIONAL
DRAINAGE PLAN COMPONENTS
UNDERWAY
Landowners within the drainage-

impacted area are making exciting

progress on treatment of saline
tilewater as part of the Westside

Regional Drainage Plan. The group

has secured a Prop. 50 grant from

the State of California to initiate a

$4.6 million pilot treatment project

to treat and dispose of tilewater in
the drainage area through reverse
osmosis. The pilot project will look
at a number of treatment processes
as a model for a full-scale system
for treating agricultural drainage
tilewateér.

An additional $40 million has
been earmarked, though not yet
allocated, under Prop. 84 for a full-
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MICROSPRINKLERS MAKE IMPACT

AT GROEFSEMA FARMS

scale treatment plant, which

will eliminate salt discharges
from the area into the San
Joaquin River,

Key components of the
Westside Drainage plan
include managing ground-
water; on-farm and District
irrigation and tailwater
improvements to control the

NEW LANGUAGE IN THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RESTO-
RATION SETTLEMENT ACT CAUSED THIRD PARTIES
SUCH AS THE EXCHANGE CONTRACTORS TO SEEK
ADDITIONAL PROTECTIONS TO LANDOWNERS' WATER
AND PROPERTY RIGHTS.

source of poor-quality water;
planting salt tolerant crops
to reuse subsurface drainage water;
building a drainage water treatment
center; and development of ground-
water from deeper aquifers for use as
new water supplies.

Stakeholders in the Westside
Regional Drainage Plan continue to
pursue additional state and federal
funding to implement $180 million
in capital projects to solve drainage
issues on some 100,000 acres on

- the San Joaquin Valley’s west side.

About a third of that acreage is in
the Exchange Contractors’ service
area, including the Camp 13 Drainage
District within CCID.

Meanwhile, the Grassland Area
Farmers are continuing to make
progress on extending the Agreement

for Use on the San Luis Drain,
which is due to expire in 2009. If
that use agreement expires, it would
immediately eliminate drainage into
the lower San Joaquin River perhaps
before full implementation of the
Drainage Plan has been completed.

B NEW PROTECTIONS FCR .
REVISED RESTORATION BILL
The San Joaquin River Restoration

Settlement Act is expected go to the

Senate for consideration when the

Congress reconvenes in January, now

that third-party interests, including

CCID and other members of the

Exchange Contractors, have worked

to ensure that their water rights and

the rights of landowners are protected.
The U.S. Senate is expected to
consider the bill in a huge Omnibus

Continued on page 3
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Microsprinklers Make Impact
at Groefsema Farms

B BENEFITS OF MICRO-IRRIGATION GO BEYOND WATER SAVINGS
FoORr CCID ALMOND GROWER.

CID landowner Clay Groef-

sema learned most of whar

right up to harvest, orchards yield

higher, and he also has more

he knows about low-volume flexibility in timing harvests, herbicide
CCID GROWER CLAY GROEFSEMA SAYS
MICROSPRINKLERS INSTALLED ON ALMONDS IN
THE DISTRICT WITH HELP FROM CCID’s WATER
CONSERVATION PROGRAM NOT ONLY SAVE
WATER BUT ALSO PROVIDE MORE FLEXIBILITY
FOR TIMING HARVEST, HERBICIDE APPLICATIONS

AND OTHER FIELD OPERATIONS.

irrigation when he planted his first al-  applications and other practices in

mond orchard to micrasprinklers in a the orchard. Rainfall aside, he can

federal water district near Five Points ~ harvest on his own timing, rather

more than a decade ago. With surface  than according to field conditions.

water often scarce and always costly © And the sprinklers activate herbicides

in that federal district, Groefsema applied on the berms so Groefsema

He said the Conservation Program

was motivated to plant new orchards can make the applications when he

helps provide an extra incentive to

on microsprinklers to save water over wants, rather than in anticipation of

implement irrigation efficiencies in

rraditional fleod irrigation. an oncoining rain.

. the orchard.

“CCID is one of the few Districts
to offer these incentives to farmers
and it definitely helps. It might be
just the margin growers need to allow

“Basically, one of the real advan-
tages is, we can do whar we want,
when we want to,” he said. “Our yields
are significantly better with micros be-

g of 23 . . . oo 3
cause we have so much more control. ther to invest in a system like this.”

Groefsema, as a result, would not Groefsema said. “I really applaud

farm almonds any other way. the District for giving growers the

When Groefsema first came to
CCID about seven years ago, the
third-generation farmer planteda 120-

R EFs s A 4cre almond block
GROEFSEMA SAYS THE MICROSPRINKLERS
REQUIRE A LITTLE EXTRA MAINTENANCE
TO MAKE SURE THERE IS NO DAMAGE OR
CLOGGING IN THE EMITTERS AND TUBING.

opportunity to participate in this type
of program.’It’s so important right

now because people are not going to

be tolerant about
near Gustine under wasting water,
microsprinklers. o
A second 190-acre

block was planted

particularly when

water gets tight”
CCID’s On-

Farm Water Con-

servation Program

Groefsema has since relocated to microsprinklers

much of his farming acreage into

CCID, and all 350 acres of almonds

he grows in the District will be irri-

five years ago.
Groefsema is provides grant

now in the process funds to cover 25

cated using microsprinklers. While of converting a 35-

acre block of flood-

irrigated open

percent of the cost

the water supply situation may-be less of installing ir-
tenuous within the Exchange Con-
tractors, he has fourrd that the henefits

of micro-irrigation extend well beyond

THIS NEW SAND MEDIA FILTRATION SYSTEM
WILL KEEP IMPURITIES OUT OF THE MICRO
SYSTEM ON A NEWLY PLANTED 35-ACRE
ALMOND BLOCK.

rigation enhance-
ground to almonds

ments, including
and will be utiliz-

microsprinklers,

the water savings they achieve.

“T am using virtually every drop of
water that | am applying. We have
zero runoff with microsprinklers,”
he said. “And [ have so much more
control over my itrigations.”

Because Groefsema can irrigate

Page Two

ing CCID's Water

Conservation Program to help finance
installation of a $1,400-per-acre micro-
irrigarion system. That cost includes
mainlines, hose and emitters, and a
new sand media filtration system.

CCIDOBSERVER

drip systems, tail-
water return systems and dairy-related
projects, up to $400 per acre benefited.
Cost-shares of 50 percent up to $400
per acre are available for concrete lin-
ing or pipelines.
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Low-interest loans are also available
to cover up to $1,000 per acre of the
farmer’s remaining portion of the
project cost.

CCID Conservation Coordinator
Tracey Rosin said interest continues

CREWS AT GROEFSEMA FARMS IN GUSTINE
REWORK AN EXISTING CONCRETE PIPELINE
ON A NEWLY PLANTED 35-ACRE BLOCK OF
ALMONDS.

to grow among landowners in the
District looking to participate in the
program and funding levels may be
pro-rated based on the number of
applications received. The District has
implemented a two-deadline system

to help streamline the application
process. The next deadline for funding
requests is March 15, 2000.

In early December, warkers on
the new 35-acre almond block at
Groefsema Farms were reworking an
old buried concrete main to install
valves along the heads of the 21-foot
rows. The crew was also installing
an additional mainline through the
center of the field.

The field will be on a dual micro/
flood irrigation system, allowing
Groefsema to irrigate with sprinklers
but floed the orchard every four to five
yeats to tid the block of gophers.

“We wanted to be able to urilize
the buried concrete line that was
already there so we are digging it out
and relaying it with new valves along
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our 2l—fbop borders,” he said. “Gophers
love the micros and will work you

to dearh, so we wanted to be able to
flood the orchard every few years to
keep them down.”

The new block of Wood Coleny
and Monterey almonds will be planted
on 21-foor rows with trees spaced
every 15 or 21 feer, depending on
the variety. Single 15-gallon pressure
compensating emitrers will be placed
along the berm between each tree.
Groefserna said he prefers to plant
a single emirter between the trees
to avoid water collection at the
base of the tree that might lead to
phytophthora or other problems.

In addition to eliminating standing
water and tailwater runoff, micro-
irrigation allows Groefsema to use
deficit irrigation to also control
problems like hull rot that can be
aggravated in nonpareil by excess
water and nutrients.

“With flood irrigation, you are
either too dry or you're too wet. With
this system we can be right where we
need to be and that's a big benefit,” he
said.

Weekly hand probes help monitor
soil moisture and Groefsema relies on
daily CIMIS evapotranspiration rate
data to determine water needs.

“We base all our irrigation
scheduling on ET®, weekly probing
and weather station data from the
University of California website,” he
said.

Groefsema’s brome cover crop, the
size of the trees and other factors are
also calculated in to determine water
status and need. i

While the system does take a little
extra effort and regular maintenance
to keep clogging and damage to the
aboveground system at a minimum, he
says that it easily pays for itself with
yiefd improvements.

“There is more management
involved but it’s definitely worth it,”
Groefsema said.
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Challenges Continued from page 1

package when it reconvenes for its new
session in January 2009. Third parties
became concerned in Seprember
when Sen. Dianne Feinstein amended
the Restoration Settlement Act to
address Pay-as-You-Go (PAYGQ)
requirements in Congress. These
revisions reduced secured federal
funding for the bill, potentially
putting third party interests at risk,

" said Exchange Contractors Executive

Director Steve Chedester. .

Reduced funding guarantees are
likely to significantly delay critically
important mitigation, measures in
the proposed project that must be
completed prior to therelease of
restoration flows. Without those
measures there is an increased
chance that restored flows to support
populations of salmon could create
unintended upstream fish migration
into the upper San Joaquin River
and put members of the Exchange
Contractors at risk.

“We wanted assurances in the hill
of an adequare fish barrier and fish
salvage program in order to keep rogue
salmon from coming into the upper
San Joaquin River to Mendora Dam
and putting water deliveries at risk
for some members of the Exchange
Contractors,” Chedester said. “We
have received those assurances
and can now support the proposed
amendments to the legislation.”

Chedester said third parties also
received water rights assurances
specifying the Exchange Contractors
would get first priority over restoration
flows should USBR determine to make
releases from Friant Dam to satisfy a
portion of the Exchange Conrractors’
demands.
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.ﬂ [.OOK EQCK 50 Years Ago —-Winter 1958 '
: iy The District began discussing the possibility of

huilding a bypass from the Delta-Mendota Canal to the
Qutside Canal in the vicinity of Los Banos.
The Board adopted the budget for 1959 for a total
of $1.08 million, and maintained the Annual
Assessment Rate at $2.30 per acre.

25 Years Ago — Winter 1983
After months of negotiations and planning, flood
water from Tulare Lake Basin was allowed to be
pumped into the North Fork of the Kings River and
through Mendota Pool to the San Joaquin River.
Culminating more than 30 years of service to CCID
and it predecessor organization, including 25 years as its
first Secretary-Manager, Charles W. Bates announced his
retirement as Consultant effective at the end of the year.

10 Years Ago — Winter 1998

Taking advanrage of the fact that San Luis Reservoir remained nearly full
throughout the year due to the El Nino weather conditions, the Delta-Mendota Canal
was de-watered for two months, starting November 15, for repairs to damaged concrete

lining near Santa Nella.
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