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Water Conservation
Program Update

he District is answering strong

demand for the CCID Water

Conservation Program, which
provides matching grants and low-
interest loans to support on-farm and
community ditch projects. _

CCID Conservation Coordinator
Tracey Rosin said the District by
its Sept. 15 fall deadline received
nearly 50 applications for everything
from community ditch projects to
microsprinklers and drip irrigation.

The CCID Conservation Program
provides 50 percent cost-share
grants for all ditch and pipeline
improvements and 25 percent
cost-share grants for irrigation
enhancements, up to $400 per acre -
benefited. The program also provides
3-percent interest loans up to $1,000
per acre benefited to cover the
farmer's portion after the cost-share
grant.

Since its inception in 1990, the
program has directed more than $8.1
million in loans for 400 on-farm and
COMMUNITY CONSErvation projects.
The program has also awarded more
than $3 million in grants since 1999.

The next application deadline for
‘summer construction is March 15,
2009, For more information, contact

Tracey Rosin at (209) 826-1421.
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Special Report: The Water Crisis

® CCID LANDOWNERS WORK WITH DISTRICT TO OVERCOME

SUMMER SUPPLY CHALLENGE
late-season announcement
this summer that members
of the San Joaquin River

Exchange Contractors.would receive
only their base contract water sup-
ply created a significant challenge
for landowners and staff within the

Central California Irrigation District.

“The Bureau of Reclamation in
somewhat of a surprise to us and
everyone who relies on the Central
Valley Project in June said it will
limit supply in the summer to avoid
catastrophic low point issues or
running out of water from the San
Luis Reservoir,” said CCID General
Manager Chris White.

“CCID in looking at the amount
of water available, including
groundwater resources and tailwater

returns, knew we had to improve our

water use pattern by 10 percent over
the summer in order to have enough
water to finish out the summer,”
White said. “Without quick action,
our water supply could well have run
out by early or mid-August, which of
course would have been disastrohs.”
This special issue of CCID
Observer profiles how landowners
throughout the District helped
overcome last summer’s challenge.
While the water year is officially

over and the District has reverted to its

normal 2008 Tiered Water Rates, it is

very likely that ongoing hydrological
and regulatory droughts will continue
to create difficultie’ for water users
throughout California in the coming
year.

State and federal water officials say
effects of the critically dry 2008 water
year are still being felc with reservoirs
statewide reportedly at only about one-
third of capacity at a time when they
would typically be at about two-thirds.

Looking forward, White said the
District continues to work aggressively
to address potential water supply
challenges on the horizon. It has been
developing additional assets, including
District-owned deep wells and drainage
return systems, which can be operated
in June, July and August to minimize
demand rationing and overall demand
from San Luis Reservoir.

CCID is currently completing a
hydrological groundwater study to
answer longer-term questions about
groundwater resources in the District
and how best to utilize them in
situations like this past summer.

The District is also working to
help growers further implement
water conservation projects on
their land through the CCID Water

Conservation Program.
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B DISTRICT GROWERS USE COMPREHENSIVE APPROAGH TO SAVE

WATER AND HELP NEIGHBORS

fter the Bureau of Reclama-

tion's late announcement

that it would reduce the sum-
mer water supply to Exchange Con-
tractors’ base amounts, landowners
quickly worked together with the Dis-
trict and each other to ensure growers
in the District were able to meet water
1‘equi1;ements for their crops.

“By the time June came around and
the Bureau made its announcement
that it would reduce our water supply
from normal levels, mast crops were in
the ground and growers were com-
mitted,” said CCID General Manager
Chris White.

It quickly became clear to the
CCID Board of Directors that the
District would need to reduce its
diversions by about 10 percent from its
annual average of 300,000 acre-feer to
meet the needs of growers through the
summer under a diminished supply.

A proactive effort by CCID Direc-
tors to tap all resources and imple-
ment a tiered summer water structure,
and by individual landowners to
implement further water conservation .
efforts on their land helped the Dis-
trict exceed that goal.

“Some growers went to
their own well water on
their fields carly and often
to supplement surface
water,” he said. “Others
put on night irrigators to
watch warer carefully dur-
ing nighttime irrigations
or ran tailwater return
systems to prevent wa-
ter from escaping their
ranch.”

Many landowners en-

tered agreements with the ROW CROP GROWER JOHNNY ANDREWS IN JUNE SCRAMBLED TO SAVE
WATER ON HIS 1,000 ACRES OF CORN PLANTED ON CCID GROUND
FOLLOWING THE BUREAU'S ANNOUNGEMENT: APPLYING QUICK SHOTS OF
IRRIGATION WATER, ALTERNATING ROWS AND HIRING NIGHT IRRIGATORS.

District to activate deep
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wells and pump groundwarter into the
CCID canal system for redistribution.

-Growers also installed additional
water conservation systems including
micro-irrigation on permanent and
row crops, or turned to deficit irriga-
tion to reduce the amount of water
they applied.

NIGHT IRRIGATORS PAY OFF AT
COBURN RANCH .
When Shawn Coburn found ou

that water supplies would be tight on

his 1,200 acres of farmland within

CCID, the already water-thrifty grow-

er found additional ways to improve

water use efficiency on the farm.

“We knew there would be changes
due to the rationing program CCID
had to comply with so we hired addi-
tional employees to manage our irriga-
tion water better and run less water
during night irrigations,” Coburn said.

Coburn farms 1,200 acres of alfalfa,
corn, almonds and winegrapes on
two ranches in CCID near the end
of the Delta-Mendota Canal at the
Mendota Pool. This summer he hired
two additional night irrigators on his
alfalfa fields to more carefully manage
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ADDING NIGHT IRBIGATORS HAS HELPED CCID
GROWER SHAWN COBURN REDUCE WATER USE
AND IMPROVE CORN AND ALFALFA YIELDS.
irrigations after hours. The practice
not only saved water but also helped
improve yields.

“What we're seeing is that on top of
saving water we noticed our firs¢ three -
cuttings had better quality and there
was no summer.decrease in yield in
our later cuttings. Qur fifth through
seventh hay cuttings vielded similar
to our fust three,” Coburn said. “Our
production has gone way up, more
than enough to offset the cost of hir-
ing two guys with spotlights to
monitor our irrigations.”

The strategy was such a suc-
cess, Coburn plans to not only
retain his two night irrigators,
but also hire a third.

“I'm going to run night
irrigators from now on on my
corn and alfalfa,” he said.

Coburn Ranch also sees
the benefit of efficient ir-
rigation management on his
permanent crops. His fifth-
year Butte/Padre almonds are
irrigated under microsprin-
klers, and two years ago he
converted his winegrapes from
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flood to drip, using moisture probes to
prescriptively apply irrigation sets.
“We cut water use by 30 percent

on our grapes and I saw an immediate

production increase because now [ can
deliver exactly what the ET, require-
ments are,” he said.

B EFFICIENCY 1S KEY TO SURVIVAL

FOR ANDREWS FARMS

CCID row crop grower Johnny
Andrews says he is “excited to be in
farming again.” '

Andrews is what some would call
an “early adopter.” He embraces tech-
nologies that make farming more ef-
ficient in all areas of production, from
irrigation to planting and cultivation,
and he says new technologies are mak-
ing farming not only more efficient
but more fun.

About threefourths of Andrews’
2,000 acres of cotton, cantaloupe,
corn and tomatoes are in CCID and

the third generation farmer knows he

JIM JASPER OF STEWART & JASPER IN NEWMAN ACTIVATED TWO DEEP
WELLS LOCATED NEAR THE TAIL END OF THE CCID CANAL SYSTEM TO
HELP SUPPLEMENT WATER SUPPLIES THIS PAST SUMMER.

is fortunate to be a CCID farmer. Still,

he is not complacent when it comes to
conserving water and other inputs on
his Dos Palos farm. He uses special-
ized tillage equipment to condense
.cultivation into a single pass, and all
his operations are done precisely with
GPS technology.
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Andrews last year experimented
with a 38-acre plot of surface drip ir-
rigation in cotton based on results he
saw on a trip to [srael two years ago.
The portable system was set up with
disposable tape on alternate 38-inch
rows. He used a makeshift tractor
PTO pump to move water directly out
of the canal, through a rented filtra-
tion system, and into a 3-inch lay-flat
manifold.

“We ended up growing that cotton
on a little less than a foot and half of
water and got 3.8 bales to the acre. It
was phenomenal,” Andrews said.

He was so happy with the results,
Andrews is installing a buried drip
system on 400 acres of cotton and
canning tomatoes on land in CCID
and a neighboring Exchange Contrac-
tor water district.

B STEWART & JASPER PUMPS
Deep WELLS 10O HELP CCID
When the call came in to Stewart

& Jasper Orchards

that CCID might

need additional re-
sources to meet the
irrigation needs of
its consumers this
past summer, Jim

Jasper turned over

use of two wells at

the north end of
the Main Canal to
the District.

“We let the Dis-
trict utilize those
wells to the best
they saw fit to help
out CCID knowing
they were struggling in some areas,”
said Jim Jasper.

Jasper said like many Westside
growers, limits on state and federal
pumping for environmental issues is
putting significant pressure on his
ability to irrigate at a time of year
when those permanent crops need
water the most. Stewart & Jasper is
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a vertically inregrated nut operation
that farms 700 acres of almonds and
walnuts in CCIDand another 1,800
acres of permanent crops in federal
water districts.

“Add to the endangered species
issue the fact that we have no more
storage today than we did 30 to 35
years ago and this situation is unprec-
edented,” Jasper said.

Like many landowners in CCID,
Newman-based Stewart & Jasper
pumped groundwater from two deep
wells on its CCID land into the Main
Canal and a community pipeline
to supplement CCID water at the
tail end of the 85-mile canal system.
Jasper’s two wells are about 6 to 8
miles from the north end of the canal
system. Jasper said he closely monitors
the groundwater situation and only
uses those 50- to 200-foat deep wells
when absolurely necessary.

“We're concerned about overdraft-
ing the aquifers here,” he said. “We
only draw that water when we feel like
it is an emergency because it's a lim-
ited resource down there and it's easy
to overdraft in certain areas.”

Even before the current regulatory
crisis, Stewart & Jasper recognized
the tenuous nature of surface water
supplies. The 60-year-old company
endured physical drought challenges
twice before in the mid-1970s and lare
1980’ and has since planted all its
walnuts and almonds to microsprin-
kler irrigation systems. Soil mofsture
-pmbes help moniter moisture status to
fine-tune irrigations.

“Even though we in CCID are very
fortunate to have our 100-year-old wa-
ter rights, growers in all water districts
need to be aware that nothing is for-
ever or guaranteed and we all need to
pay attention to our water use,” Jasper
sqid. “We need to be as efficient as we
can, regardless of where we arc with
our water, while still being focused on
getting maximum production.”
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The District opened sealed bids from four contractors
for the construction of a new 40-by-60-foot shop building
at the maintenance yard on Center Avenue in Los Banos.
The contract was awarded to Modern Steel Structures of

Modesto, for $5,586.
As a result of the spring’s heavy storms and
" arge flood releases, the area was declareda Federal
disaster area, and CCID applied for $22,000 in
= ' disaster relief funds to repair damages to about 15
miles of canals.

25 Years Ago — Fall 1983
_ After 30 years, the District paid off the last of
) " the $4.2 million in bonds that had been sold in 1954
to finance the formation of the Central California

Irrigation District. To commemorate the occasion, a bond-
burning party was held at the Wolfsen Ranch northeast of Dos Palos.

10 Years Ago — Fall 1998

The rainfall year ended on Sept. 30 with the total inflow into Shasta just under the
all-time record of 10.7 million af., which had been set in 1983.

Following the failure if its Newman Canal, the Bureau of Reclamation requested

that CCID submit a formal design proposal to deliver water to the State's China Island
Refuge east of Newman.

ﬂ bOk‘ ﬁaCk:“ 50 Years Ago — Fall 1958
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