CCIDOBSERVER

NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM THE CENTRAL CALIFORNIA IRRIGATION DISTRICT ¢ ISSUE TWO = 2008

CCID Works to Limit Impact
of Reduced Delta Pumping

low restrictions this summer, as
Fa result of limited pumping from

the Delta or excess draw-downs
from the San Luis Reservoir, may lead
to water rationing and compel CCID
to rely on well water purchases and
other resources to meet the demand of
consumers.

Last year’s decision by federal
Judge Oliver Wanger to curtail Delta
pumping through June 20 in order to
protect the endangered Delta smelt
will have severe restrictions on the
flow of water from the Delta. Bureau
of Reclamation, as a result, is likely
to rely more on water deliveries from
San Luis Reservoir, which could
complicate deliveries to districts
that source surface water from the
TESETVOIL.

Wanger’s pumping restrictions,
together with the limited amount
that can be pulled out of San Luis
Reservoir in June in accordance with
daily restrictions established by the
Division of Dam Safety, may lead to
water rationing in June that could
significantly impact the timing of
available water in CCID.

CCID General Manager Chris
White said based on historical

Continued on page 5
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River Restoration Bill
Advances in Senate

B NEW LANGUAGE CONTAINS PROTECTIONS FOR CCID AND
OTHER THIRD-PARTY STAKEHOLDERS

he Senate Energy
and Natural
Resources

pass the San Joaquin River
Restoration Settlement
Act (S27), bringing the
landmark settlement closer
to fruition.

The settlement would
resolve nearly two decades
of litigation between

-

e *.-‘:’”‘"f"... - e

Lo s LTt A )

BEFORE THE SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RESTORATION
SETTLEMENT ACT CLEARED ITS FIRST SENATE HURDLE,
CCID WORKED TO ENSURE PLANNED RELEASES

FROM FRIANT DAM WOULD NOT HARM THIRD-PARTY
LANDOWNERS IN THE DISTRICT.

CCID General Manager Chris
White and other members of the
Exchange Contractors have been

environmental interests, the
US Bureau of Reclamation
and Friant Water Users
Authority over restoring spring-run
Chinook salmon along a 149-mile
section of the San Joaquin River
between Fresno and its confluence
with the Merced River.

Those parties since the first of

working with representatives in the
Senate and House to ensure that
the new language, which mirrors

a similar package passed last year
by the House Natural Resource
Committee, contains protections

the year have been renegotiating
some terms of the settlement to
resolve issues related to Pay-As-
You-Go requirements in Congress,
water management and financing

for third-party interests, including
CCID landowners.

“As third parties, we had
commitments from the settling

channel and structural improvements,
operations and maintenance.

Continued on page 5
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CCID Celebrates Water Awareness Month in May

B SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AND COLORING CONTEST RECOGNIZE LOCAL YOUTH

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS HANNA CARLUGCCI, LEFT, AND ASHLEY MCELVANY, RIGHT, FROM Los Banos HIGH
ScHoOL, POSE WITH CCID’Ss GREGG RICE FOLLOWING AN AWARDS CEREMONY RECOGNIZING THEIR RECEIPT OF

CCID WATER AWARENESS SCHOLARSHIPS.

entral California Irrigation

District in May joined other

water agencies throughout
the state to raise awareness among the
general public about the important
role water plays in their communities.

The District awarded $5,800 in

scholarships this year and also worked
with area elementary schools to
sponsor the annual coloring contest.
That coloring contest drew more
than 5,000 entries from elementary
schools throughout the CCID service
area and has become a community
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tradition for regional primary-aged
children.

" The District awarded four $1,000
scholarships and two $900 schol-
arships to graduating high school
seniors to help them achieve their
higher education goals.

The CCID Water Awareness
Scholarship Program started with a
single $500 award in 1993. Thanks to
support from 40 CCID members and
affiliated groups and individuals who
annually make donations to the fund,
that number over the years has grown
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10-fold. This year’s
$5,800 in scholarships
brings the total amount
awarded over the last
15 years to more than
$35,000.

To qualify for the
scholarship, seniors
must either attend
high school within the
CCID or Exchange

Contractors service

area, or attend any
school as long as the
student’s parents or
grandparents farm or
own land within CCID.
Winning entries
were selected by a com-

mittee appointed by the
CCID Board based on
their academic excel-
lence, extra curricular
activities and com-
munity service, and a
300-word essay describ-
ing CCID and its im-
portance to the local area. Applicants
must have a 3.0 grade point average
and plan on attending any accredited
college or university, community col-
lege, trade or vocational school.

Scholarship winners for 2008 are:
Hanna Carlucci and Ashley McElva-
ny, Los Banos High School; Claudia
Vazquez, Gustine High School; Noelle
Catania, Firebaugh High School;
Nicole Parreira, Merced Scholars
Charter School; and Mark Spain, San
Joaquin Memorial.
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CCID Water
Awareness

Scholarship
Winners for

2008

Hanna Carlucci
Los Banos High School

Noelle Catania
Firebaugh High School

Ashley McElvany
Los Banos High School

Nicole Parreira
Merced Scholars Charter
School

Mark Spain
San Joaquin Memorial

Claudia Vazquez
Gustine High School

aley

AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN
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Coloring contest highlights
water’s importance O
. ; . - - Awareness Month
coloring contest

drew participation from
5,000 elementary students
within District boundaries.
The contest was open to
kindergarten through 3rd
grade students from Mendota
to Crows Landing. CCID
works with more than 20 area
elementary schools to provide
students pages from CCID’s
“Muskrat Wally & Friends”
canal safety coloring book,

KINDERGARTENER MADISON BETTENCOURT FROM
GUSTINE ELEMENTARY HOLDS A CERTIFICATE RECOG-
NIZING HER HONORABLE MENTION IN CCID’s WATER
AWARENESS MONTH COLORING CONTEST.

which emphasizes water
transportation and safety
around canals and other
waterways. Winning entries, selected by CCID staff, decorated the lobby of the
District office throughout Water Awareness Month in May.

The following primary grade students were recognized along with
several honorable mentions for their coloring contest entries:

KINDERGARTEN

First Place: Joanna Barrera, Washington Elem., Mendota
Second Place: Jeanette Morales, Miano Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: Kassandra Quezada, Washington Elem., Mendota

1ST GRADE

First Place: Kenia V. Torres, Von Renner Elem., Newman

Second Place: Michael Aguilera, Westside Union Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: Hayley Gonsalves, Bonita Elementary, Newman

2ND GRADE

First Place: Vanessa Negrete, Hunt Elem., Newman

Second Place: Gustavo Carrera, Los Banos Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: Brenda Rivera, Washington Elem., Mendota

THIRD GRADE

First Place: Christopher Centreras, Dos Palos Elem., Dos Palos

Second Place: Daniela Callejas-Estrada, Henry Miller Elem., Los Banos
Third Place: Cristian Eusebio, Lorena Falasco Elem., Los Banos
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What students say
about the |mportance of water
and CCID...

“The success of CCID and the American Farmer is essential to the
success of our Central Valley and our nation. Water is a commodity that
is vital to our life on this planet and it is our responsibility to preserve our
future. This will be an ongoing task that requires continual monitoring of
new advances in our local community and our nation.”

—Hanna Carlucci, Los Banos High School

“CCID continues to build on its rich tradition inherited from Miller &
Lux. Henry Miller’s pioneer spirit of hard work, vision and a desire to
build a community was the beginning. CCID has continued this vision
with the same ideals, which is evident in their mission statement...‘Good
Quality Water to Members for a Minimum Price.”

—Noelle Catania, Firebaugh High School

“CCID has a long history of making water available to Central California
farmers and has encouraged many people to farm in the fertile Central
Valley. In addition, CCID does its part to save water and has many
programs to encourage water conservation.”

—Ashley McElvany, Los Banos High School

“Without the vital irrigation process of CCID, our community would
not be able to survive and prosper the way it has. Los Banos depends on
the irrigation systems for goods as well as jobs and a way of life for many
members of the community.”

—Nicole Parreira, Merced Scholars Charter School

“The construction of water storage and delivery systems for farm
irrigation was a key element in the success of agriculture in our Valley.
The District landowners have been fortunate to have the backbone of the
Exchange Contract agreement to secure their water rights within CCID.”
—Mark Spain, San Joaquin Memorial High School

“The water that CCID is providing to its members should be seen as
a huge help to not only our economy but to the farmers that live in
California.”

—Claudia Vazquez, Gustine High School
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Thank you
Scholarship Donors

B CCID RECOGNIZES THE
FOLLOWING DONORS WHO
HELPED MAKE THE 2008 WATER
AWARENESS SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM A SUCCESS

Individual Members of CCID Board
of Directors

Kenneth Amaral, Crows Landing
Robert and Barbara Bayler, San Jose
Elsie Beffa, Newman

BKG Farms, Bakersfield

Lois Borba, Gustine

Bob Brandi Honey & Farming, Los
Banos

Catrina Farms, Dos Palos

Coburn Ranch, Dos Palos

Albert A, Coderniz Farms, Dos Palos
DelMar, Westley

Des Jardins Ranch, Dos Palos

Herbert & Susan Dompe, Crows
Landing

Darrell Fonseca, Dos Palos

GC Farms Inc., Crows Landing
Gonsalves Farms, Crows Landing
EW. & M.B. Hostetler, Los Banos

J. Wilmar Jensen Inc., Modesto

Joe Lagrutta Trucking Inc., Los Banos
Tony Lopes Dairy, Gustine

Joe & Rosalene Lopes, Gustine

Lorensen Propane Gas Inc., Los
Banos

John McBee Farms, Firebaugh

James & Petey McCune Family Trust,
Corona

Continued on page 5
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Thank You Scholarship Donors Conunued from page 4

Antone & Elizabeth Mello Jr.,

Gustine
Nickel Family LLC, Bakersheld

O'Banion for Supervisor Committee,
Dos Palos

John & Donna Relvas, Gustine
Gregg & Juli Rice, Los Banos

Fresno

Ed Rocha Farming, Newman
David Santos Farming, Los Banos
Kenneth D. Schmidt & Assoc.,

Joe A. Silva Farms Inc., Gustine
Joe A. and Darlene Silva, Gustine

Bernice E. Sorg, Dos Palos

Hazel V. Sorg, Dos Palos
Edna Souza, Los Banos
Spain-Air Inc., Dos Palos
Teixeira & Sons, Dos Palos
Vaz Family Ranches, Newman

Jim Vincent Farming, Dos Palos

River Restoration Bill Continued from page 1

parties and our California Senators
and local Congressmen that they were
going to make sure no third parties
were impacted, or if

fhey wéts EhACTIGRS “Though we are not the

driving force behind
restoration of the San
Joaquin, we are satisfied
the new wversion provides
CCID landowners

sufficient protection.”
—Chris White, CCID

impacts would be
mitigared,” White
said.

“They also
promised to make
sure any legislation
introduced or any
changes would be
thoroughly vetted
through us to give
us an opportunity to comment,”
he continued. “We just recently
completed that process, have provided
input and obtained revisions.

“Though we are not the driving
force behind restoration of the San
Joaquin, we are satisfied the new
version provides CCID landowners
sufficient protection,” White said.

White said he is also satished that
the bill's new language will guarantee

funds for both capital improvements
and operations and maintenance of
the project, and also contains key

provisions to protect
local groundwater
rights.

Once negotiations
were completed, S27
was passed by the
Senate committee on
May 7 by a 15-to-7
vote.

White noted that
several steps remain
before the settlement

hill comes before the full House and

Senate and is enacted into law.
“There is a lot of work left to go

in the Congress and in the Senate

to move this piece of legislation, but

this is the most activity we have seen

in a long time. We are pleased that

as third party interests our CONCerns

about water rights, property rights and

fiscal issues are represented in the new

language,” he said.

CCID Works to Limit
Im pact Continued from page 1

demand, water needs for the Exchange
Contractors may exceed its maximuin
entitlement, which means CCID and
other Exchange Contractors will be
looking for other sources to meet peak
demand this summer.

“The District is developing
additional assets, including district-
owned deep wells and drainage return
systemns, which can be operated in
June, July and August, to keep us
out of a demand rationing situation
and limit our demand from San Luis
Reservoir,” White said.

White said the District in mid-May
was working on contracts to purchase
deep well water from its consumers
in June, with the added possibility
for additional purchases in July and
August. While he noted that the
purchases should secure enough water
to meet demands of its consumers,
there may be some delays in deliveries.

f’_;ﬁl S CHOCOLATE IF PLACED END TO ABOUT THREE-  IF CALIFORNIA WERE |7 TAKES 12
y g; MANUFACTURERS ~ END, ALL OF THE QUARTERS OF A COUNTRY, ITS HONEYBEES TO
D(d ou, ¥ CURRENTLY USE  STRAWBERRIES GROWN  ALL RAISINS AGRICULTURAL VALUE ~ PRODUGE ONE
" & &8 * 40 PERGENT OF  IN CALIFORNIA IN ONE  ARE EATEN WITH  WOULD RANK AMONG  TABLESPOON OF
Know? ;;7;, el \‘i* THEWORLD'S ~ YEARWOULD WRAP  BREAKFAST.  THETOP-10, AHEAD  HONEY.
; _,»._,.\ &t“ . ALMONDS. AROUND THE EARTH'S oF CANADA, MEXiCO,

A _L..ﬁ.

issue Two, 2008

EQUATOR 15 TIMES.

CCIDOBSERVER

GERMANY AND SPAIN.

Page Five



CONSERVATIONSPOTLIGHT

Low-Volume Irrigation Boosts Production

and Returns

E NEW DRIP AND MICRO-SPRINKLER
SYSTEMS AID CONVERSION TO
HIGH-VALUE CROPS AT TEIXEIRA
AND SONS

om Teixcira of Teixeira and

Sons in Dos Palos said micro-

irrigation has allowed the
diversified farming operation to save
water and other inputs, including
fertilizer, fuel and labor, while facili-
tating the transition to higher value
crops.

Teixeira farms almonds, tomatoes,
cotton, melons and other crops on
about 2,800 acres within the CCID
service area, with additional acreage
throughout Firebaugh, Merced, Dos
Palos and Los Banos.

With the help of CCID’s Water
Conservation Program, Teixeira,
who farms with his father John and
brothers John and Don, is in the
process of converting traditional
furrow-irrigated cotton and
melon ground to more profitable
commodities. Micro-irrigation is
making that conversion possible, he
said.

“The changing
times, pricing
uncertainty
for cotton, and '
increasing value
of water and other
commodities
warranted that
we continue to
diversify to get
more of a return

TEIXEIRA EXAMINES THE ENDS OF NEWLY INSTALLED BURIED DRIP TAPE

on a per-acre basis of water,” he said.
“This program has helped us make
that conversion.”

Teixeira in January installed a
single-line micro-sprinkler system on

a new 311-acre planting of almonds.
Without the efficiencies of micro-
irrigation, Teixeira said he would not
have been able to plant trees on the
ground, which slopes 20 to 30 feet in
SOme sections.

“It would have been pretty difficult
to put almonds on that property
without some kind of permanent
irrigation system,” he said.

o

AS PROCESSING TOMATOES ARE TRANSPLANTED IN THE FIELD.
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~ CCID GROWER ToM
TEIXEIRA OF TEIXEIRA
~ AND SONS IN Dos

- PALOS SAYS NEW

. SUBSURFACE DRIP

' AND MICRO-SPRIN-

. KLER IRRIGATION

. SYSTEMS INSTALLED

. WITH HELP FROM
CCID’s WATER CON-
SERVATION PROGRAM
WILL ALLOW THE
DIVERSIFIED FARMING
OPERATION TO GET
“MORE RETURN ON A
PER-ACRE BASIS OF
WATER."

Micro-sprinklers will save about
155 acre-feet of water per year
compared to flood irrigation on the
almond block. Water savings are
particularly high during the first few
years of the orchard as diffusers on
the emitters create a smaller wetting
pattern that is more directed at the
root zone of young trees.

Fertilizers are all spoon-fed through
the drip system, providing for more
efficient uptake and also eliminating
losses through runoff or leaching.

“Drainage and erosion issues are
also alleviated on that property,”
Teixeira said.

The system also reduces labor
costs. Teixeira said a single worker can
now manage the block, compared to
10 workers required for hand-moved
sprinklers,

Teixeira and Sons this year also
took advantage of the CCID cost-
share program to help install a
sub-surface drip system on a 138-acre
block of processing tomatoes that
was previously irrigated through flood
irrigation. The system is set up on
7/8-inch diameter tape with 14-inch
emitters buried about 12 inches below
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the top of the bed. Another 142-acre
tomato installation is underway.
Teixeira expects the buried drip
will allow him to keep the land in
tomatoes for five or more consecutive
years rather than rotating out to
less profitable crops. More directed
irrigation, he said, helps reduce the
buildup of phytophthora and other

s - e

TEIXEIRA PREPARES TOMATO PLUGS FOR TRANSPLANT
IN A NEWLY INSTALLED SUB-SURFACE DRIP IRRIGATION

FIELD.

pathogens that would otherwise force
him to rotate after a season or two in
tomatoes.

“With this drip project, versus
furrow irrigation, we can plant higher
cash crops vear after year because we
don’t have the disease problems we
might get with furrow,” he said. “Drip
also allows us to keep water from
coming to the top of the bed, so we
don’t germinate weeds. We don’t need
to use herbicides as much and there is
less competition from weeds that can
create stress and reduce production.”

The biggest advantage to low-
volume irrigation systems is increased
production. By applying water and fer-

Issue Two, 2008

past.

“With the rising costs

tilizers more directly to the
root zone, leixeira expects

of materials and
labor, if it wasn't for

with increased
costs for labor

to boost yields considerably the CCID Water and petroleum
with fewer inputs. In addi- Conservation based products,
tion, the low-volume system Program we pmbably his new drip
allowed Teixeira to change wouldn’t have been system cost

the orientation of the slop- dble to afford the more than

ing tomato field to a north- conydrsin 15 i b $1,400 per
south row partern, which irriga ton.” acre for design,

will further boost
production by capi-
talizing on more
uniform sunlight.

Teixeira is no stranger to
drip irrigation. The farming
operation installed its first
micro-irrigating system on
processing tomatoes and row
crops nearly 20 years ago.
Teixeira said drip technology
has improved considerably
since he installed that first
system. Newer emitters tend
to withstand clogging better
and pressure-compensating
emitters have increased
distribution uniformity
throughout the field. And
by timing and managing his
drip irrigation sets carefully,
Teixeira is able to prevent
some of the quality problems related
ro processing
tomato solids
that have plagued
canning tomatoes
on drip in the

The cost to
install a system
has also changed
in the last two
decades. Teixeira
noted the cost of
the 1990 system
was about $500
an acre. Today,

installation and

—Tom Teixeita, materials—

Teixeira and Sons  including pipe,
tape, emitters,
pump and filtration systems.

The new buried drip system is
filtered through sand-media filters and
the micro-sprinkler system is filtered
through a disc filter system. Cleaner
burning electric motors will be used
to operate the irrigation pumps.

Teixeira received a cost-share grant
from the CCID Water Conservation
Program to cover 25 percent of the
cost of the $392,000 micro-sprinkler
system, and financed much of the
rest with low-cost loans through the
program.

“With the rising costs of materials
and labor, if it wasn't for the CCID
Water Conservation Program we
probably wouldn’t have been able to
afford the conversion,” Teixeira said.

THE NEW DISK FILTRATION SYSTEM WILL BE POWERED BY EFFICIENT ELEC-
TRIC MOTOR PUMPS ON A NEW MICRO-SPRINKLER IRRIGATION ALMOND

BLOCK AT TEIXEIRA AND SONS.
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<24 50 Years Ago - Spring 1958

The District opened sealed bids from nine fuel
suppliers for May 1, 1958 through April 30, 1959,

=+ and awarded the contract to Union Oil Company

* of California — for 19 cents per gallon. Heavy storms
! in early April caused flood damage to about 15

- miles of District canals, and releases of up to 7,500
c.f.s. were expected from Friant Dam into the San

® <" Joaquin River.

7 ¢ 25 Years Ago — Spring 1983
" The District purchased its first computer — an |BM
PC clone, at a cost of about $7,700. Tim McCullough
announced his resignation after four years as District
Manager, and District Engineer Mike Porter was named by the Board as Interim Manager.

10 Years Ago — Spring 1998

CCID entered into a 25-year agreement with the Bureau of Reclamation for delivery of
water to Grassland Water District and State and Federal refuges in the area, in exchange

for a “bathtub” for the Exchange Contractors, and an increase in the maximum flow rate
allowed.
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