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CCID To Hold
Annual Meetings
March 17-19

CID will again hold its
annual public meetings to
discuss issues of importance

to CCID landowners and consumers.-

All meetings include a catered
dinner and will be held from 6 p.m. to
8 pm.

Please call the CCID Main Office
at (209) 826-1421 to reserve your
space.

We look forward to seeing you at
one of the following meetings:

. FIREBAUGH

Monday, March 17
Veterans Hall

LOS BANOS

Tuesday, March 18
Germino Building, Fairgrounds

GUSTINE

Wednesday, March 19
Al Goman Center
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COMMUNITY DITCH PROJECT AT
RELVAS RANCH IS A “WIN-WIN"

Water Supply at 100 Percent

B HEAVY SNOWPACK EXPECTED
TO MEET SHASTA INFLOW
REQUIREMENTS

he Bureau of Reclamation on
I Feb. 27 announced its initial

2008 Central Valley Project
water supply allocation, forecast-
ing that the San Joaquin River
Exchange Contractors will receive a
IOO-percem‘allocation, even during
a critically dry year. This means that
water supplies and rates are likely to
remain unchanged for 2008. Unless
a drastic change occurs during the
rainy season, rates and allocations for
CCID landowners will be the same
as those in effect since 2002.

The Department of Water Re-
sources in its February snow survey
projected that 3.8 million acre-feet
of runoff will flow into Lake Shasta
based on current snowpack and as-
suming a critically dry vear for the
remainder of the water season. That
runoff well exceeds the 3.26 million
acre-feet required this year for the
Exchange Contractors to secure a -
100-percent water allocation.

The benchmark is typically 3.2
million acre-feet, however last year’s
dry conditions left a carry-over deficit
that needed to be made up this year.

INFLOWS INTO LAKE SHASTA SHOULD
EASILY EXCEED THE MINIMUM NEEDED
FOR A 100-PERCENT EXCHANGE
CONTRACTORS ALLOCATION FROM THE
BUREAU. -

Last year at this time, Districts in
the Exchange Contractors were
concerned that light precipitation
would create a critical year. How-
ever, recent storms have bolstered
the outlook this year.

“We've had a lot more snowfall
and slightly more runoff than where
we were last year so it looks like we
are in pretty good shape. But it's
still early in the season,” said CCID
General Manager Chris White.

Continued on page 2
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Water Supplv Continued from page |

While the water supply appears
promising for the Exchange Contrac-
tors, White cautioned that water
supplies in California are increasingly
uncertain due to federal laws and
regulations, particularly the Endan-
gered Species Act. The recent federal
court decision to curtail pumping in
the Delta to protect the endangered
Delta Smelt creates a tenuous situa-

IN-DISTRICTWATER SALES

tion for all farmers who rely on water
deliveries from the Delta. Another
concern for potential flow restriction
this summer is the possibility of the
San Luis Reservoir being drawn too
low.

“Even though we most likely will
receive 100-percent allocation this
year, we certainly need to watch our
water use carefully because water in

California andparticularly south of
the Delta is at a premiumn as a result
of the Wanger decision and other
events,” he said.

The Bureau will continue to up-
date its forecasts on the 15th of each
month until around June and CCID
will monitor the water supply situa-
tion closely and apprise landowners of
any changes.

Based on a predicted 100-percent water allocation from the Bureau of Reclamation, the CCID Board of Directors
has adopted the following water rate and allocation schedule for 2008:

JAN.-MARCH:
APRIL-OCT.:

NOV.-DEC.:

DEVELOPED WATER,
CLASS I1 LANDS:

$6 per af., no allocation limit

Five-tiered rate schedule

et

Tier 1 = 0-3.0 af./acre @ $6 per a.f.
Tier 2 = 3.03.5 @ $15 per af.

Tier 3 = 3.5-4.0 @ $30 per af.

Tier 4 = 4.0-4.5 @ $35 per af.

Tier 5 = 4.5+ @ $45 per af.

Limited supplies, first come/ first served @ $6 per a.f.

$30 per af, if and when available, subject to PG&E rate increases.

Drainage Talks Gontinue

B CONGRESSIONAL MEETINGS CENTER ON SECURING FEDERAL FUNDING TO FINANCE WESTSIDE REGIONAL

DRAINAGE PLAN COMPONENTS

CID General Manager Chris

White plans to meet soon with

key members of the Valley
Congressional delegation in Wash.,
D.C., to work toward securing the
remaining $60 million in federal funds
needed to implement final components
of the Westside Regional Drainage
Plan.

That federal budget allocation

would match the $65 million already
spent locally and another $65 million

Page Two

awarded or earmarked through Props.
50 and 84 to finance components of
the cooperative project. Already, local
and state funds have helped initiate
methods to collect, treat and dispose
of poor quality drain water. Land
purchases have increased the size of
the tail water reuse area and a pilot
waste water treatment plant is under
construction.

This is a critical year for
implementing the Westside Regional
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Drainage Plan to solve drainage issues
on about 100,000 acres of land in the
San Luis Unit. After 2009, the current
use agreement for the San Luis Unit
Drain will expire and farmers in the
area will no longer be allowed to drain
into the San Joaquin River. The San
Luis Unit drainage area includes about
6,000 acres within CCID'’s Camp 13
Drainage District.

Look for updates on this issue in
coming editions of CCID Observer.
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CONSERVATIONSPOTLIGHT

Community Ditch
Project at Relvas Ranch
is @ “Win-Win”

B RELVAS AND DOWNSTREAM NEIGHBORS ENJOY MORE
EFFICIENT WATER USE AND DELIVERY FROM BURIED

PIPELINE
hen CCID announced

that it was going to relo-

cate the aging Azevedo
Weir along the Outside Canal to
install modernized electronic gates,
nearby landowner John G. Relvas Sr.
saw an opportunity.

CCID is in the process of improv-
ing the aging weirs along the Outside
Canal as part of a three-year automa-
tion project. One of
those weirs, Azevedo
Weir, feeds the takeout
to Relvas’s 72-acre prop-
erty in Gustine. He had
been thinking about im-
proving the community
ditch that runs through
a 20-acre block on the
property and when he
heard the District was
making improvements
nearby he figured the
time was right for him

enhances the ef-
ficiency and amount
of irrigated land on
Relvas’ property, but
it also saves water and
improves deliveries to
his downstream neighbors. The com-
munity ditch project will save water
users an estimated 35.8 acre-feet per

year.

WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM TO HELP FUND THE RELOCATION
OF AN OPEN DITCH ON HIS PROPERTY THROUGH 1,650 FEET OF
BURIED PIPELINE.

“This project is an excellent exam-

ple of an improvement that benefits

many different parties,” Rosin said.
Relvas purchased the property in
1972 when it was planted largely to
walnuts and farmed the
property between routes
as a milk hauler for
34 years. The walnuts
were planted in 1933
and the aging orchard
was finally pulled out
about 16 years ago. The
property has since been
farmed under annual
crops including oats and
barley and alfalfa.
Relvas said the ditch
relocation and improve-

to tie the two projects
together.
“We heard that they

ment coincided with a
reorganization of water
rights on the 20-acre

THIS PHOTO SHOWS THE PREVIOUSLY OPEN AZEVEDO DITCH ON RELVAS'S
PROPERTY. BURYING THE DITCH HAS CREATED EFFICIENCIES IN WATER USE AND
DELIVERY FOR DOWNSTREAM DISTRICT LANDOWNERS WHILE ALSO ELIMINATING

were going to move the
weir and that’s when we
decided to make a change,” he said.

Relvas worked with CCID to
relocate the previous open ditch on
his property and create a new buried
1,650-foot PVC pipeline to tie into
CCID’s new weir improvement. A
newly installed irrigation box joins
Relvas’s buried pipe into CCID’s new
control structure.

The ditch improvement not only
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WEED MANAGEMENT HEADACHES ON THE DITCH FOR RELVAS.

“The guys that really save the water
are the guys down the road,” Relvas
said. “It used to take an hour and a
half to get water to the neighbors.

But now the pipe stays full of water so
the instant they turn water on at the
canal, those customers have water.”

CCID Conservation Coordinator
Tracey Rosin said the project is truly a
win-win for all parties.

CCIDOBSERVER

block of the property

that helped bring what
was once Class 1] acreage on the
property within District boundaries.
As a result, he can now grow irrigated
crops using In-District water year-
round on a larger area of the land.

The improvement has eliminated

the costly weed maintenance
program along the open ditch, which
Relvas said has been a relief.

Continued on page 4
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Spring Conservation Program Deadline March 15

he spring deadline to apply

for grant and loan funds

through CCID’s 2008 On-
Farm Water Conservation Program is

March 15. The deadline applies for all

projects with planned construction
in the spring and summer. Due to the
increased popularity of the program,
the CCID Board of Directors has
established a two-deadline system
for all new project applications. The
second deadline for projects to be done
in the fall and winter is Sept. 15, 2008.

The CCID Board of Directors
instituted the two-deadline system
to accommodate growing interest in
the program. The District received
an unprecedented 84 applications
in 2007, about three times as many
as the average in previous years. As
a result, the Board has increased its
funding allocation to further support
landowners’ conservation efforts. In
October, it approved $2.5 million
worth of projects to be completed this
past winter and spring.

The On-Farm Water Conservation

Program provides 50 percent cost-share
grants for concrete lining or pipelines
and a 25 percent cost-share grant
for irrigation enhancements, such as
tailwater return systems, dairy related
projects and micro-irrigation system
installations. Grants are limited to up
to $400 per acre benefited. Additional
low-interest loans are also available
up to $1,000 per acre benefited to help
cover the landowner’s portion after the
cost-share grant.

A completed application, cost
estimate and project design must
be submitted prior to the deadline
date to be considered.for preliminary
approval. All projects must have
preliminary approval prior to the start
of construction. For more information,
contact CCID Conservation
Coordinator Tracey Rosin at

(209) 826-1421.

CCID Water Awareness Scholarships
Available to Local High School Seniors

he CCID Board of Directors

are again sponsoring scholar-

ships for graduating high
school students from the five school

districts within the CCID service area.

Scholarships are open to all students
whose parents or grandparents farm or
own land in CCID or other Exchange
Contractors member agencies.

For the past fifteen years, CCID
Board members have sponsored the
Water Awareness Scholarship for
outstanding area high school seniors.
Six scholarships totaling $5,400 were
awarded in 2007 to help deserving
seniors pursue post-secondary
education at any accredited college,
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university, community college or
trade or vocational school. Last year’s
scholarships bring the total amount
awarded over the last 15 years to more
than $30,000.

Applicants must have a minimum
3.0 grade point average and submit
a 300-word essay as part of the
application packet by April 17.
Winners will be selected by a
Scholarship Committee designated
by the CCID Board and announced
in time for CCID's Water Awareness
Month celebration in May. For details
call the CCID Main Office at (209)
826-1421.
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Community Ditch Project

Continued from page 3

“Materials are getting higher all the
time, plus the permit process to treat
the ditch was a headache and there is
always a chance you could make a mis-
take and spray at the wrong time. This
has just eliminated all that,” he said.

The total cost of the project was
more than $52,000. Relvas received
a Water Conservation Program grant
from CCID to cover almost half the
total cost. He figures he will recoup the
rest of his investment in cost savings
on ditch maintenance and by improv-
ing the long-term value of the land.

“This was a good project. It cleaned
up the area and made it more efficient
and all the neighbors using that water
really like it,” he said.
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SJR River Restoration Update

B CCID WORKS TO PROTECT LANDOWNERS AS RIVER RESTORATION BILL INCHES FORWARD

hird-party stakeholders,

including CCID and other

members of the Exchange
Conrtractors, continue to monitor
movement of the San Joaquin River
Restoration Sertlement Act (H.R.
4074) as it makes its way through
Congress.

The House Natural Resources
Committee last November cleared
H.R. 4074 to go before the full House
for consideration, although CCID
Manager Chris White said thar as of
February there had been no action on
the hill.

Still, CCID remains engaged in the
process to ensure there is adequate
funding to implement the bill’s
improvements and that the rights and
interests of third-party landowners are
protected. ,

“Since it has passed out of
committee, our Valley Congressional

delegation has assured us the hill
would not move forward once
proposed language is decided upon
until third parties were able to look at
final proposed language and be sure
we are not going to be injured by it,”
White said.

Proposed language is still being
developed related to funding and
implementation of the bill. In
particular, talks are still ongoing about

" how to finance the $500 million cost

for restoration improvements in a way
that accommodates new “Pay-as-You-
Go” rules in Congress and does not
rely on future appropriations, Whire
said.

“Our biggest concern on the
legislative side is thar the money be
there to fund these improvements
before the bill is passed,” he said. “We
don’t want to be in another situation
like we are with the San Luis Drain

where you have a project mandated but
no money to pay for it.”

On the implementation side, CCID
has been working with landowners
and the Bureau of Reclamation and
Department of Water Resources to
draft terms of temporary entry permits
1o protect landowners. Temporary
entry permits would provide state
and federal agencies access to private
frontage property to study the work
that needs to be done on the River.
Betfore that happens, White said it
is imperative landowners be held
harmless against secondary issues
that might be identified as a result of
regulators’ access to the property.

“Landowners are concerned about
giving them access until they know
first that there is a project for certain
and second that they are not putting
themselves at risk by giving agencies
that access,” White said.

(97 you Know?

Feeding the Nation
California farmers continue to
provide an affordable food supply
for the nation. In fact, the average
American in just five weeks will
have earned enough disposable
income to pay for his or her food
for the entire year.
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How to Meet Demand?

In recent years the State of
California has spent just 2.5
percent of its gross state product
on infrastructure, compared to 20
percent in 1960, As a result, new
water demands for the estimated
46 million people expected to live
in California by 2020 will currently
have to be met through shifting
supplies from existing users.
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Daily Bread

The food in a typical breakfast,
lunch and dinner in America
requires an estimated 894 gallons
of water to produce.
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50 Years Ago — Winter 1958
At the urging of the Four Entities, the California
Water Commission adopted a resolution recognizing the
potential for serious drainage problems from the
X o) SRl (ol WP ¥ i ~ planned construction of San Luis Reservoir and the
Y : Ly A WERL\L4 San Luis Unit of the Central Valley Project. With
£.72 . that support, a mandatory drainage provision was
RS W { x " included in the CVP legislation that was consid-
\ BRR TR L 4 ered in Congress later that year.
P B < 25 Years Ago — Winter 1983
el iy The year began with extremely wet weather, and
flood releases from Pine Flat Dam and Friant Dam that
lasted through mid-July. Heavy local rainfall also caused
flooding from local creeks, and greatly reduced water sales.

Anticipating large budger shortfalls, the Board adopted a hiring freeze, authorized a $500,000
line of credit, and raised water rates starting in March.

10 Years Ago — Winter 1998

Responding to pressure from the water rights proceedings of the State Water Resources

Control Board, CCID adopted a steep six-tier water rate schedule for 1998 ro promote conser-
vation and encourage beneficial use of water.
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